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History of CUPP

n July 16th, 1990 the Ukrainian ParO
liament adopted the Declaration of
Sovereignty which declared that Parlia -

ment recognized the need to build the
Ukrainian state based on the Rule of Law.
On August 24, 1991 the Ukrainian
Parliament adopted the Declaration of
Independence, which the citizens of
Ukraine endorsed in the referendum of
December 1st, 1991.
Also in 1991, Canadians celebrated the
Centennial of Ukrainian group immigration
to Canada. To mark the Centennial, organizations planned programs and projects
to celebrate this milestone in Canada's
history.
The Chair of Ukrainian Studies Foundation
of Toronto decided to mark the Centennial
by establishing the Canada-Ukraine
Parliamentary Program for undergraduate
university students from Ukraine. The
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program
gives Ukrainian students an opportunity tî
work and study in the Canadian
Parliament, and gain experience from
which generations of Canadian, American
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and West European students have bene fited. On the basis of academic excellence, knowledge of the English or French
and Ukrainian languages, and an interest
in the parliamentary system of government, undergraduate university students
from Ukraine can apply for a CUPP scholarship. It is hoped that CUPP will contribute to the education of future leaders of
Ukraine.
CUPP is a Parliamentary Democracy and
Comparative Political Studies Internship
Semester in the Canadian House of
Commons. The Internship Semester lasts
two months and takes place in the spring
of each year in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. z

Contact Us

Chair of Ukrainian Studies Foundation
620 Spadina Avenue
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 2H4
Tel.: (416) 923-3318
Fax: (416) 234-9114
www.KATEDRA.org
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On May 31, 2005 Member of Parliament Yasmin Ratansi, MP, Don
Valley East, Toronto delivered a
Statement in the House of Commons
on the 15th Anniversary of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program

CANADA-UKRAINE PARLIAMEN TARY PROGRAM - 15th YEAR

"For the last two centuries Ukrainians have
come to Canada in search of a new life.
Generations of Ukrainian new comers
have made significant contributions to the
building of Canada - thus ensuring one of
the most successful democracies in the
world.
Throughout - Ukrainians have enriched
the cultural mosaic of Canada with their
unique heritage.
This spring - the Canada-Ukraine
Parliamentary Program celebrates 15
years of work in the Canadian Parliament
- with the arrival of 28 students from 15
universities in Ukraine and Georgia.
For the past 15 years the House of
Commons welcomed a generation of
young Ukrainians - and all have had a
chance to personally experience life in a
civil society and to see democracy in
action.
By taking an intern - Members of
Parliament contribute to the best kind of
foreign aid a democracy can give to the
future leaders - namely - the opportunity
to observe first hand the work of a democratic parliament in an open society." z
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CUPP '05 Interns
with GovernorGeneral Adrienne
Clarkson on steps
of Rideau Hall June 2005.

CUPP '05 Interns with
Prime Minister Paul
Martin, Walt Lastewka
and Borys
Wrzesnewskyj, M.P.

Interns with Leader of the Opposition Stephen Harper.

David Kilgour
receives
Orange Scarf
from Yuri
Kushnir.
CUPP '05 with Speaker Peter Milliken.

TOP: CUPP '05 meets Hon. Alvin Curling.

RIGHT: CUPP '05 with Speaker of Ontario Legislature
Alvin Curling.
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Inna Volkova , CUPP '05
Taras Shevchenko National Pedagogical University, Luhansk
My MP: Borys Wrzesnewskyj , Toronto
CUPP Scholarship: John Sopinka Scholarship
My hometown: Luhansk

Marat Oganyesyan , CUPP '05
Ukrainian Academy of Customs, Dnipropetrovs'k
My MP: Peter Julian , Burnaby-New Westminster, British Columbia
CUPP Scholarship: Maria & Josef Siecinsky Scholarship
My hometown: Luhansk

Her Excellency Madame Adrienne Clarkson
at the pinnacle of Canada's cultural mosaic

or only the second time in CUPP's 15
F
year history, CUPP Interns had an
opportunity to meet personally with Ca nada's Governor-General. And for the
first time, the meeting took place in the
beautiful gardens of Rideau Hall, on a
sunny and happy day in Canada's capi tal Ottawa.
The Governor-General is is the repre sentative in Canada of Queen Elizabeth
the Second. Madame Clarkson is Cana da's 26th Governor-General since Con federation in 1876. Upon taking the
oath of office Madame Clarkson bor rowed the words of Samuel De Cham plain the first Governor of the then New
France who in 1655 wrote: "As for me, I
labour always in a way to prepare for
those who follow".
The Right Honorable Adrienne Clarkson
kindly welcomed us in Rideau Hall, the
official residence of the Governor-Gene ral, where every Governor-General has
lived and worked since 1867.

Now a candidate for Governor-General
should be bilingual, a Canadian citizen
and have made a contribution to Canadian society. Being the titular head of
the Canadian government structure, the
Governor-General, politically maintains
a non-partisan profile and carries out
ceremonial but vital duties.

Outlining her duties, Her Excellency
pointed out the following: signing all
laws into existence, ensuring that the
country has a Prime Minister, and
administration of oaths of office. In a
nutshell, the Governor-General is "the
end of the world in terms of legislation",
as she put it.

To our surprise, we found out that
Governor-Generals' activities reached
beyond the affairs of government. Lord
Stanley (Governor-General between

1888 and 1893) was the donor and
founder of Hockey's Stanley Cup. Earl
Grey (1904-1911) donated the cup for
Canadian football, while his grandfather
became prominent for the fine Earl Grey
tea. Lord Dufferin (1872-1878) was the
most ingenious sports fan among his
colleagues. He arranged a 'tent room' in
Rideau Hall and in only a few hours
turned the area into - a tennis court!
No less interesting is the personality of
the current Governor-General. Madame
Clarkson could easily write a bestseller
"How to Become a Governor-General"
and no doubt she would start it with the
phrase: "No one starts in life to become
Governor-General". Neither did she.
Born in Hong Kong in 1939, Madame
Clarkson came to Canada as a refugee
with her family, during the war in 1942.

On the walls of Rideau Hall hang wood en plaques containing the names of all
previous 25 Governor-Generals, includ ing the name of Roman Hnatyshyn, Ca nada's 24th Governor-General and one
of the benefactors of the CanadaUkraine Parliamentary Program. Mr.
Hnatyshyn's family roots lie in Bukovyna
Ukraine. The plaques are a quick
primer of Canada's history and ties with
the Crown.
Until 1952 Governor-Generals were Bri tish nobility, but in 1952 the first Cana dian, Vincent Massey was named
Governor-General and since then all
Governor-General's have been Cana dians.

Yuri Kushnir (CUPP '05 Head Coordinator , Lviv) presenting CUPP Interns to GovernorGeneral Adrienne Clarkson, at Rideau Hall Garden.
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Career paths are both challenging and
rewarding. There are always people
who like you or hate you, while others
hover somewhere in between. Madame
Clarkson's activities, however, speak
louder than words of criticism. She
expresses earnest concern and under takes daily measurers to fight home lessness, child poverty, domestic vio lence, etc. That is why there are so
many Canadians who are simply
delighted with this woman from the
Orient, who represents their country
and has become a symbol of national
unity and cultural diversity in Canada.

Governor-General Adrienne Clarkson addressing CUPP '05 Interns, in Rideau Hall Garden.
Right to left: A. Shyrkozhukhov (Kyiv International University ), G. Nuridzhanyan (Kyiv
International University ), A. Shakhurina (Donetsk National University ), K. Obvintseva (V.
Karazin National University, Kyiv), A. Bryedova (Donetsk National University ), T. Orlova (T.
Shevchenko National University, Kyiv ) and D. Stepanov (Kirovohrad Institute of Commerce ).

She graduated from the University of
Toronto with an Honors B. A. and an M.
A. in English Literature. She also did
post-graduate work in the Sorbonne in
France. Her Excellency called the edu cation she got "a good gift". Her distin guished achievements in broadcasting,
journalism, the arts and the public ser vice brought her nation-wide acclaim
and love. She explained her choice to
work at Canadian Broadcasting
Company (CBC) and in independent
public TV. She considered this work to
be great experience for what was to
come later.

her to speak coherently, to write per suasively, to debate effectively in public
and, most interestingly, - to do things
fast. But apart from all that, the future
Governor-General, had few if any mod els to follow being a woman and a minor ity in elite government circles.

We left Her Excellency's Residence
with feelings of elation and high hopes
for the future of our own country. And
we know that we will succeed because
this amazing woman expressed her sin cere approval in the recent changes in
Ukraine and warmly recollected her visit
to Kyiv for the swearing in ceremony of
President Viktor Yushchenko, at the
end of January 2005. Her Excellency
Adrienne Clarkson has set a good
example for young Ukrainians to fight
sexism and racial stereotypes, insuffer able odds, envy and false criticism. And
to strive to succeed in life against all
odds. z

Her reports, TV programs, articles and
books dealt with many current and rivet ing issues and brought these to the
attention of a widespread audience.
She was appointed Governor-General
in 1999.
Throughout her whole life Madame
Clarkson remembered the words and
deeds of the people who influenced her
character most. Her father had no
doubt that she would be an achiever in
life. He taught his daughter that the
rules of this world which were, and to
some degree still are, made 'by men
and for men'. Madame Clarkson con fessed that he had given her "a pass port to this world". Another model she
mentioned to us during our visit was her
high school English teacher who taught
4

Natalka Ostash (T. Shevchenko National University, Kyiv ) presenting "History of Ukraine"
to Governor-General Adrienne Clarkson. In background: Y. Kushnir (CUPP '05 Head
Coordinator , Lviv), I. Volkova (T. Shevchenko National Pedagogical University, Luhansk ),
A. Korochynsky peeking over Natalka's shoulder ( Assistans Coordinator CUPP '05),
I. Temchenko ( V. Fedkovych National University, Chernivtsi ).
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Natalka Ostash , CUPP '05
Taras Shevchenko National University, Kyiv
My MP: Lynn Myers , Ontario
CUPP Scholarship: Raynell Andreychuk Scholarship
Anna Trofimova , CUPP '05
Ukrainian Catholic University, Lviv
My MP: Rob Anders, Alberta
CUPP Scholarship: Volodymyr Hrynyk Scholarship

Profile of CUPP '05

O

ur CUPP '05 group consists of 28
university students who were born
in 19 Ukrainian cities as well as in Ye revan, Armenia; Rustavi, Georgia; and
Samarkand, Uzbekistan. We study at
21 Universities located in the cities of
Kyiv, Kharkiv, Tbilisi, Donetsk, Lviv, Lu hansk, Rivne, Ternopil, Chernivtsi, Ki rovohrad and Dnipropetrovs'k.
Our areas of university studies include
political sciences, foreign languages,
law, architecture, international law,
international relations and economic
relations, applied mathematics, eco nomics, genetics and biotechnologies,
management and marketing, theologyphilosophy.
Our group is skilled in a number of lan guages, in addition to Ukrainian namely,
- English, Russian, French, German,
Spanish, Italian, Chinese (Mandarin),
Polish, Georgian, Japanese, Turkish,
Armenian, Portuguese, Crimean Tatar,
Arabic, Esperanto, Hebrew - so we
won't get lost in many countries. This is
evident from the countries we have
already visited, including Russia,
Lithuania, Latvia, France, the USA,
Spain, China, Holland, Canada, Poland,
Hungary, Bulgaria, the UK, the Czech
Republic, Greece, Turkey, the United
Arab Emirates, Lebanon, Egypt, Ger many, Austria, Sweden, Georgia, Esto -

nia, Romania, Slovakia, Denmark,
Armenia, Belarus, Belgium and Israel.

Most of us are Orthodox & Byzantine
Rite Catholic Christian, and Muslim, and
there are also persons who belong to
the Church of Christ, and the Evangelic
Christian Church.

From our CUPP '05 experience we can
openly state, that all CUPP participants
are very busy during our internship in
the House of Commons, attending seminars & meetings and completing
mandatory assignments (some 30+),
and we value every minute of our schedule.

However, we also know how to have fun
and how to relax during our free time.
CUPP '05 interns are widely engaged in
volunteer work with more than 17
NGOs. We play a number of different
musical instruments such as piano, gui tar, sopilka, drymba, harmonica, violin,
accordion, we sing in university, church
and community choirs. We attend vari ous indoor and outdoor sports, read clas sical and popular books, listen to the
classical and popular music, dabble in
photography, dance, appear in amateur
theatre, paint, knit and are interested in
cultural studies.
As well, some of us have already partic ipated in several international educa tional programs and have received

scholarships to study abroad. These
include Freedom Support Act (FSAU),
Freedom Support Undergraduate Act
(FSUA), Freedom Support Act Future
Leaders Exchange (FSA FLEX),
Edmund MUSKIE Scholarship (all for
studies in the USA) and CUPP
Scholarship (to complete the Internship
in the Canadian Parliament). Some our
activities mentioned above, contributed
to our success in being awarded with
numerous awards and academic hon ours, which are too numerous to include
in this brief profile.
Now the CUPP 2005 Interns are near ing the completion our Internship in the
House of Commons. Sixteen of us work
in the offices of Liberals, ten in the
offices of Conservatives, one is with the
NDP and one student is working in the
office of an independent MP.
As you may see, the CUPP '05 has
brought to Canada students from two
countries, 21 Universities and 28 indi viduals who are of a multicultural back ground. We truly enjoyed our time
together here in Ottawa and we will
return home with valuable experiences
of working on a democratic parliament
and with a renewed commitment to
make our homelands more like Canada.
Thanks Canada! z

From CUPP
Orange
Revolution
Album
CANADA-UKRAINE PARLIAMENTARY PROGRAM
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Artem Shyrkozhukhov , CUPP '05
Kyiv International University, International Law
My MP: Hon. Maria Minna , Toronto, Ontario
CUPP Scholarship: Mazurenko Family Scholarship

his is a tough question to answer. I
T
personally would support both
options, if possible. However, to be

realistic I realize that a choice must be
made by the Chair of Ukrainian Studies
Foundation of Toronto between one of
these options. I realize that the Founda tion is unable to continue to fund the
CUPP Program and to award individual
scholarships, even to deserving stu dents, as the endowment fund is insuffi cient to fund both options. To make a
wise decision one has to look at the
impact of each of the options has had
and might have in the future.
The CUPP Program is celebrating its
15-year of operation in 2005, in the
Canadian Parliament and in Ukraine.
Over this time, several hundred stu dents have become CUPP alumni. You
can meet CUPP alumni all over the
world, from Los Angeles to New York,
from Victoria to Halifax, from Paris to
Budapest, from Riyadh to Sydney. And
of course, the greatest number of
CUPPers is to be found in Kyiv, Do netsk, Lviv, Kharkiv, Luhansk, Odesa, &
Simferopol, Lutsk, Chernivtsi, Dniprope trovsk, etc.. You can ask any alumni
whether the CUPP experience was use ful to them. In 99.9 per cent you'll hear
a positive if not emphatic response.
Absolutely!
At this time I cannot think of any pro gram that would provide so many oppor tunities to learn and observe the opera tion of an established democratic gov ernment, from inside that government,
warts and all. To attend so many brief ing sessions and meetings with high
government officials and to listen and
learn how they approach the country's
problems, how they deal with emergen cies and how they cope. To observe
first hand how elected members of par liament interact among themselves in
extremely difficult situations, how they
deal with their constituents and how
they communicate and listen to the pub lic. And how transparent a government
and parliament can be.
6

CUPP vs. Scholarship
All 28 of us in CUPP '05 had meetings
with the Prime Minister, the Governor
General, ministers of government,
Members of Parliament their advisors
and legislative assistants. All these
meeting were not rigid protocol dictated
ones, because all these officials were
willing to meet us, share their knowl edge with us, and through us pay trib ute
to the Ukrainian nation which helped
develop Canada to what it is today.
Talking to ordinary Canadians I noticed
their envy of our unique opportunity. A
recent graduate of the Etobicoke School
of the Arts, Ari Saunders met us at
St.Vlad's Institute and sat in on one of
our meetings with the CUPP Director.
Ari had just completed his Ukrainian lan guage class as he was preparing to
return to Ostroh to do volunteer work.
After our meeting he told us he was
amazed at the opportunity we students
from Ukraine had, in working in Parlia ment, when he did not know one friend
who had the same opportunity. And he
doubted whether he could get the
opportunity unless he volunteered to
work with CUPP next year! Individuals
such as Ari are not envious for the sole
purpose to being envious. Having met
us, these people want to pursue the
same path and prove they are worthy of
such an experience as well.
People in Canada and other Western
countries are to a certain extent pas sive, because they take much for grant ed, whereas we, the Ukrainians, are
used to working hard in order to get
something we want. But such meetings
as we had that night where we dis cussed Parliament, the EU and studies
abroad make an important impact on
the life of our peers in Canada, and on
ourselves when we realize the opportu nity we have been given here in
Canada.
CUPP is an outstanding program in
terms of providing so much valuable
experience and knowledge during a rel atively short period of time. I have been

to a similar program in Washington
D.C., but CUPP is by far the best oppor tunity Ukrainian students can dream of.
One can argue about the value of the
CUPP diploma and the University
degree. Indeed, the CUPP diploma by
itself is just a nice piece of colorful
paper and of course it will not be a carte
blanche to success, or a good job.
Whereas a degree from a western uni versity may possibly help more. Despite
this fact, the scope of the CUPP experi ence is the one to be utilized and later
on expanded upon. And participation in
CUPP will help in being accepted into a
good graduate program, or international
internship. Most importantly, CUPP
opens ones eyes and vistas and allows
one to see the path and potential for
Ukraine!
Having become CUPP alumni, I would
obviously appreciate getting funding to
study at a Western university, but I
would not like to sacrifice the CUPP
Program in the process. CUPP is vitally
needed by many other university stu dents from Ukraine.
Besides, there are other ways, though
scarce, to seek & get financial aid for
graduate university studies in the West.
But there is only one opportunity to get
Ukrainian students to Parliament Hill in
Ottawa. Over 15 years CUPP has
proven to be extremely successful and
beneficial to the future of Ukraine's
youth, and I see no merit in shutting it
down in order to benefit but a few.
I can only hope and pray that God will
bless CUPP with supporters in order to
bring at least as many students to
Canada in the next 15 years as have
traveled to this great country in the first
15. Bozhe Shchasty! z
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Inna Volkova , CUPP '05
Taras Shevchenko National Pedagogical University, Luhansk
My MP: Borys Wrzesnewskyj , Toronto
CUPP Scholarship: John Sopinka Scholarship
My hometown: Luhansk

CUPP vs. Scholarship

aving read Artem Shyrkozhukhov's
H
article I want to champion him on
the most crucial point: CUPP must not

be sacrificed for the sake of few stu dents who will get a scholarship to study
in the west. While in CUPP a student
can get a whole lot of useful information
that could help him or her find the tuition
moneys on his or her own. Moreover,
CUPP interns as a group represent
Ukraine in the Canadian Parliament and
build up an image of their country. This
function will be lost in case of giving
scholarships to just a few.
We are all aware of the financial prob lems CUPP is facing right now. We are
indeed glad that our opinions on this
issue count. This makes us responsible
for the words we say and decisions we

make. As I see it, the program as it is
should go on. Ukrainian interns should
come to Canada and learn democracy.
Of course, CUPP does not guarantee
you success in the future, but it is a
great impetus for further career endeav ors and professional search. I think,
nevertheless, that CUPP alumni should
have close contacts with the coordina tors so that some help or advice could
be given according to the individual
needs.
To swap CUPP for the three scholar ships will bring the scale of the program
almost to nil. Shall we increase quality
by means of reduction of quantity? I do
not think so, because there will be hun dreds of students who would not even
know about ANY possibilities to get edu -

cation abroad.

Therefore, there are some conclusions
that I make. Three scholarships instead
of CUPP is not an efficient option.
Searching for ways to help CUPP alum ni in their further pursuits is a prospec tive policy for the future. I would also
suggest that CUPP alumni with the help
of program administrators can make up
an info brochure that could contain use ful tips as for education, scholarships,
graduate assistantships, any quota pro grams for interna tional or particularly
Ukrainian students.
Mr. Bardyn, all the best to CUPP and
your admirable efforts to develop the
program. We, CUPP alumni, are
always at your service to help.
z

Dmytro Stepanov , CUPP '05
Kirovohrad Institute of Commerce
My MP: Inky Mark , Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette, Manitoba
CUPP Scholarship: John & Mary Yaremko Scholarship

CUPP vs. Scholarship

any people take injections against
M
the flu during winter. Going abroad
is a little injection to your mind.

All of my friends who participated in an
international exchange program,
returned home with a changed mindset.
They became more hard working, more
ambitious and successful in their univer sity studies an in their lives.
Addressing the question of whether an
individual CUPP scholarship should be
given to one or two students per year to
get his degree at Harvard or McGill, OR
to a group of 20 to 30 students to do a
one or two month internship in Canadian
Parliament, I vote unequivocally for the
internship for 20 to 30 students per

year.

We should first do a survey among the
one or two scholarship recipients and
the CUPP internship group to learn
some additional information.
Where do we find those graduates who
received a substantial scholarship to get
their degree? In Ukraine? I doubt it.
Most likely many if not most are working
in Western Europe or North America.

We have to ask the question, how does
this help improve the Ukrainian econo my? If these individuals eventually
return to Ukraine, then we can conclude
that the experience they gained working
abroad will benefit Ukraine. But, if they
do not return, is this not a brain drain?

CANADA-UKRAINE PARLIAMENTARY PROGRAM

On the other hand, completing the
CUPP Internship in Canada gives
CUPP graduates a great boost to their
future careers. My prediction is that
many CUPP graduates will become
good economists, civil servants, politi cians and professionals in Ukraine. Our
generation will be responsible for using
our Canadian parliamentary experience
in making the needed changes in our
country. And keep in mind that our
number is no longer small and we are
growing!
CUPP FOREVER !

z
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Natalia Stoyanovich , CUPP '05
National University of Water Management and Natural Resources Application, Rivne
My MP: Hon. Tony Ianno , Toronto
CUPP Scholarship: Cathy Obal Scholarship

CUPP vs. Scholarship

T

here is an old saying that if you don't
know where you are going, any road
will take you there. However if we real ly want to survive in today's society, we
must know where we are now, where
we are going to, and how we are going
to get there.
As everybody knows Ukraine is a coun try steeped in history but young in terms
of independence. And because it has
not been in control of its own destiny for
very long, it is facing a difficult road
ahead. It has many difficult decisions
and many problems to solve. But we
know what our goal is and we will pur sue that goal to create and maintain an
independent and democratic country.
It takes time to change a society, and to
make the necessary changes to
improve the standard of living and unify
society. The burden in the development
of the Ukrainian economy will be carried
on the shoulders of the young genera tion - today's Ukrainian university stu dents. And it is therefore very important
for Ukrainian youth, and for me person ally to observe and understand how
institutions of a developed state work, in
an open and democratic society. That is
why the opportunity I had during my
month long internship in the Canadian
Parliament has provided me with a
wealth of experience and information
about the functioning of a politically and
economically mature and prosperous
country.
The question is whether it is better to
award to Ukrainian university students,
a few scholarships for study abroad, or
for an internship for a larger number of
students, in the House of Commons.
For me this is not difficult question to
answer. Let me explain my position
8

using my CUPP' 05 experience. For
over four weeks I was assigned to do my
internship with the parliamentary office
of the Hon. Tony Ianno - Minister of
Families and Caregivers. The experi ence & information I learned during the
internship was not only beneficial for me
as a future manager, but also as a keen
observer of the development of a similar
government portfolio Ukraine.. I per sonally observed each stage and area of
the managerial activities in an important
government department, but also
observed how the planning, decision
making, organizing, leading and control ling is carried out at the highest level of
management. The next advantage of
CUPP is in the variety of interesting
meetings with key decision makers in
the bureaucracy and government which
we were fortunate to have. We met suc cessful people who succeeded in their
private lives in business or the profes sions and then entered politics and suc ceeded there as well.
Lively interactive communications with
these persons encourages individual
and critical thinking and improves ones
leadership skills.. Wise leaders will suc ceed if there are knowledgeable follow ers who share the leader's goals.
Ukraine needs wise leaders to govern
the country to a more stable and pros perous status. And one of the targets of
CUPP is to open up to the students the
opportunities to develop and practice
diplomatic skills, governing skills and to
broaden ones horizons. I'd like to espe cially emphasize that CUPP gave me a
chance to communicate with the most
active and progressive students from all
over Ukraine. This opportunity had con siderable influence on my way of think ing. Now I am more Ukrainian than I

was before May 10, and hopefully wiser
in my understanding of a true democra cy.. So the CUPP program provides not
only external, but also internal experi ence exchange. Finally the internship in
the House of Commons in Canada helps
to disseminate valuable information
about Ukraine, because even in Canada
information about Ukraine and about its
students is not well known.
So I'm proud to admit that CUPP com pletely changed my life, my attitude to
life and my goals in life. It will be great
if as many students as possible get the
opportunity to participate in CanadaUkraine Parliamentary Program in
2006, 2007, 2008 and beyond. I know
that it is of vital importance to under stand what youth needs, because soci ety has the same needs, if not today
than certainly tomorrow. And it is our
tomorrows which will be crucial to
Ukraine and all Ukrainians. I'm sure
that programs such as CUPP are help ful in broadening ones point of view on
life, in setting ones goals in life, in
choosing a career path and teaching
one when to take a rest and appreciate
the beauty in the world.
I have concluded that CUPP is a longterm investment. An investment in a
generation of Ukrainian student's fortu nate enough to have come to Canada
and to their families and friends. An
investment in Canada in being able to
share its wealth of knowledge with oth ers in the world and an investment in
the future of Ukraine.
VIVA CUPP !!!!!
VIVA CUPP !!!!!

z
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Dariya Orlova , CUPP '05
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy
My MP: Brian Fitzpatrick , Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
CUPP Scholarship: Walter Tarnopolsky Scholarship
My hometown: Khmelnytskyy

CUPP vs. Scholarship

Or
"Why CUPP Should Be Continued
And Not Replaced By Individual Scholarships"

H

ad I been asked this question a
month ago, I am not sure what
answer I would give and what argu ments I would express. However, at
this moment, after completing CUPP
'05, I am definitely convinced in my
position and I am eager to state my
arguments and opinions about CUPP,
in part as a sign of my profound grati tude and respect to CUPP-organizers,
on the one hand, and as an opportunity
to express myself and reflect on the
CUPP program and activities, and fan tastic month of my life.
I first of all want to say that CUPP is
better than receiving an individual
scholarship, because CUPP opens a
range of opportunities for 28 (as in the
case of CUPP '2005) people, and not
just for 2 or three.

From my personal experience I can
say that CUPP significantly widens a
person's perspective, in as much as it
gets 25 or 28 or so, interesting, smart,
creative young Ukrainian university stu dents, from all regions, from many uni versities together for the first time peo ple, in a foreign parliament to work
debate and compare a government &
society. And to add another dimension,
CUPP provides an opportunity for
Ukrainian students to meet, debate &
compare a government & society from
2 Diaspora's namely the Georgian and
Canadian Diaspora's.
When one communicates with such

people, it is kind of impossible to ignore
their impact and it is evident that one
has to provide with one's feedback to
others.

book can give such a deep understand ing of the way the system functions as
working and living within that system
itself, on a daily basis.

I could never believe that I will see
Canadian Prime-Minister, Governor
General of Canada, so many intelligent
and interesting people who govern
Canada, in such a short span of time.
The opportunities we got opened many
doors for us, and a great deal of the
doors I am speaking are mental ones.
CUPP provokes awareness that the
world comprises enough chances for
everyone, but you need to work hard to
put those chances into motion and
incorporate them into life.

In conclusion I would like to state once
again that CUPP opens a fantastic
scope of opportunities through commu nication with each other, MPs, and out standing Canadians... Scholarships to
a few individuals could never be an
adequate substitute for CUPP program
and experience which benefits so many
more. CUPP reaches and gives to so
many more students the opportunity of
a lifetime, and opens up the mindset
and the possibilities of students for
future professional development and
careers. Last but not least, CUPP cre ates an atmosphere of a growing truly
Ukrainian community of future leaders,
who are strong, who develop new and
friendly national dimension communica tions, and who are changed in the way
they look at their homeland, after
CUPP. I appreciate the opportunity
which I was given through CUPP and I
will never forget this month till the end
of my life, because it changed my per spective profoundly. z

CUPP creates a special atmosphere,
which stimulates students to think of
their future in a broader view.
Communication with CUPP-organizers,
with all outstanding people we meet in
the course of the program gives you
food for thinking of your professional
future, its connection with Ukraine and,
what is more, such communication
gives a terrific impulse and motivation
for work and studying.

CUPP is unique, because no other pro gram provides Ukrainian students with
opportunities to complete an internship
in the Parliament of a foreign state.
Such an opportunity is important in
terms that it gives insight into the very
core of that political system. From my
personal experience I can state that no
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I am appreciative that I was given such
an opportunity and to reach such an
understanding, and I am totally aware
that this is due to the CUPP founder
and supporters and benefactors.
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Anna Bryedova , CUPP '05
Donetsk National University
Economics and Law Faculty
My MP: Mario Silva , Davenport
CUPP Scholarship: Christina Bardyn Scholarship

CUPP vs. Scholarship

I

can understand an ordinary student
preferring any graduate program
instead of the CUPP Program, in order
to be earning a diploma that will help
him/her to find a good job or to contin ue academic career. I also realize all
the advantages of getting a scholarship
to graduate from the foreign university.
But personally, I would advocate the
CUPP Program.

Firstly, CUPP provides important expe rience of living in Canada that makes a
person more open-minded and liberal izes his or her views. Having partici pated in CUPP '05, I can personally
compare Ukrainian and Canadian
styles of life, and now reach wellgrounded conclusions based on my
experience. I know, there are a num ber of positive aspects of living in
Canada, however, I know that there are
also some negative ones. Thus, I can
better appreciate what I have in my
home country.
Secondly, owing to the CUPP I've
received the opportunity to complete
an internship in the Canadian parlia ment, to observe how it works from the
inside, meet such important Canadian

officials as the Prime Minister,
Governor General, Speaker, Leader of
the Opposition, MPs from different
political parties and provinces.
My internship in MP Mario Silva's office
was invaluable not only because of the
variety of work I did, but for the infor mation I was able to receive, and the
methods of communication at my dis posal during my time on Parliament
Hill.

Finally, there is one more thing that I
value far above all others. I will contin ue to stress that the region of Ukraine
where I live, provides me with few
opportunities to learn about my coun try, its history, language and culture
because of the constant threats to sep arate and attempts to dissociate itself
from the rest of the country. This is a
problem in the whole Eastern region of
Ukraine. I won't claim that East is arti ficially isolated from the whole country.
However, the specific character of my
region determines the views of the
people. Thus, it was precious for me
to spend the whole month speaking
Ukrainian, communicating with people
from different parts of my country, find -

ing out their views and opinions, listen ing to music together, singing together
like a real family, which is the best evi dence of what the East and the West
of Ukraine must be and still are togeth er.

I understand all the advantages of sup porting individual applications and
awarding individual scholarships, I can
say that I'm personally interested in it,
but I certainly vote for the CUPP
because of that precious experience
that any student from Ukraine can get
there. Moreover, the practice shows
that 80% of the CUPP alumni success fully proceed with their education
abroad and further develop their
career. I am absolutely sure that suc cessful CUPP alumni will be able to
benefit from their CUPP experience
and to find opportunities to continue
their study. Therefore, I add my vote
to those other CUPP '05 who support
and urge the Chair of Ukrainian
Studies Foundation to continue with the
CUPP Program into the future.
Together we are many!
We are growing!

And we will prevail!

z

RECOMMENDED free online services/sites:

1) CUPP E-GROUP
To join the CUPP E-group, write to Roman Didenko (CUPP '95) at r_didenko@yahoo.com . Tell him that
you are "Bianca CUPP '05 Alumni" and wish to join the CUPP E-group. Give your e-mail address.
2) ACTION UKRAINE REPORT - Aur
Send your name, country of residence, and e-mail contact information to:

morganw@patriot.net

3) E-POSHTA - WORLD EDITION
Send your name and e-mail address and ask to be included on E-Poshta World Edition, at:
Myroslava_e-poshta-world-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Inna Volkova , CUPP '05
Taras Shevchenko National Pedagogical University
My MP: Borys Wrzesnewskyj , Toronto
My CUPP Scholarship: John Sopinka Scholarship
Hometown: Luhansk

Marat Oganyesyan , CUPP '05
Ukrainian Academy of Customs, Dnipropetrovs'k
My MP: Peter Julian , Burnaby-New Westminster, British Columbia
My CUPP Scholarship: Maria & Josef Siecinsky Scholarship
Hometown: Luhansk

"The Honorable Speaker, I Have a Question..."

T

hese words are perhaps most often
spoken during the question period in
the House of Commons. Although the
questions are only formally addressed to
the Speaker, his importance is clearly
felt in the House. His duty of impartial
and expert monitoring of debate
process in the House is both a demand ing and rewarding job. CUPP '05 interns
had a chance to meet with Mr. Milliken,
the current Speaker of the House of
Commons, who kindly spared some
time on the 1 s t of June in his busy sched ule.
Mr. Milliken was first elected Speaker of
the House of Commons in 2001 and reelected by acclamation in 2004. He is
the third Speaker in history to be chosen
by a secret ballot cast by his fellow
members in the House of Commons.
But his career as a politician started
much earlier in 1988 when he was first
elected to the House of Commons as
the Liberal Member of Parliament for
Kingston and the Islands and was reelected in 1993, 1997, 2000 and 2004.

The tradition of a non-partisan Speaker,
like many others, emerged in Great
Britain and was exported to Canada as
one of the Commonwealth countries.
Therefore, every candidate for
Speaker's position faces a dilemma of
being affiliated to a political party or tak ing on responsibilities of an impartial
Speaker. Yet, for Mr. Milliken it has not
been an issue because he seems to be
cut out for Speaker's office. Impartiality
of the Speaker did not get in Mr. Milliken
way to be re-elected in his constituency.
He openly stated to his voters that he

wanted to pursue his work as the
Speaker, though if he had not been the
Speaker, he would have expressed
Liberal views. We were impressed to
learn that he got involved in politics
when a teenager. Seeing a man with
such a strong commitment to his cause
set a vivid example to us young people
who are willing to contribute to their
countries.

Mr. Milliken thought it worthwhile to
dwell on three distinct roles of the
Speaker-ceremonial, quasi-judicial and
administrative. The ceremonial role of
the Speaker is that of a spokesman for
the House of Commons to the Senate
and the Crown. The quasi-judicial role
refers to presiding over debates and
proceedings in the House. Not only
does he call on MPs to take the floor, but
he also assures that the debating par ties behave themselves!
As the
Speaker confessed, through the years
of his position he had to resort to rather
strict measures making MPs apologize
for foul of abusive language. However,
it has never come yet, he said, to mak ing an MP leave the House for inappro priate behavior during the debates. All
this draws on an analogy of the Speaker
in the House to a teacher in class, both
striving for fruitful work in sometimes a
non-conducive environment.
We could not but ask Mr. Speaker about
the unique procedure of asking ques tions or making statements during ques tion periods. MPs are obliged to direct ly address the Speaker and mention the
actual responder in third person. Mr.
Milliken commented that it helps pre -
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vent conflicts and mitigate aggressive ness in the House. That being true, the
"he"-form wins a decisive victory over
the "you"-form in the Canadian House of
Commons for the present.
At the end of the meeting we had a
great pleasure to give Mr. Milliken a pre sent from CUPP '05-a signed cartoon
poster with the Speaker watching a
symbolic handshake between Mr. Paul
Martin (the leader of the governing
Liberal Party) and Mr. Stephen Harper
(the leader of the Conservative opposi tion).
Learning about question periods in the
House of Commons and the Speaker's
role CUPP '05 interns took over this tra dition of debating. From then on we
have held "question periods" twice a day
to solve CUPP issues on the agenda.
Sometimes Ashbury House (our home
for this month) could set a good exam ple of the Code of Behavior to where
real question periods are held!
But the most exciting thing we have
ever we have ever done to understand
what it feels like to be the Speaker was
sitting in his elaborately carved chair
mounted an a dais in the House of
Commons. Each CUPPer in that elated
moment would imagine himself or her self wearing a court dress under a black
silk gown together with a black tricorn
hat and white gloves while sitting in the
Speaker's chair. In fact, this is not all
about imagination but about a dream
that burgeons in every CUPPer and
leads per aspera ad astra. z
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Gayane Nuridzhanyan , CUPP '05
Kyiv International University
My MP: Mark Warawa , Langley, British Columbia
CUPP Scholarship: Michael & Anna Bardyn Scholarship

Artem Shyrkozhukhov , CUPP '05
Kyiv International University
My MP: Hon. Maria Minna , Toronto
CUPP Scholarship: Mazurenko Family Scholarship

Canada and the North American
Free Trade Agreement: Pros and Cons
he North American Free Trade
T
Agreement (NAFTA) was imple mented on January 1, 1994. It is
designed to remove tariff barriers
between the U.S., Canada and Mexico
over next fifteen years.
NAFTA
includes two important side agreements
on environmental and labor issues that
extend into cooperative efforts to recon cile policies, and procedures for dispute
resolution between the member states.
For the Canadians, it is important that
trade and investment liberalization pro ceed hand in hand with efforts to protect
the environment and improve working
conditions. Under the NAFTA, three
countries have been able to introduce
the highly successful approach of paral lel environmental and labor cooperation
agreements.

Through the North American Agreement
on Environmental Cooperation , the
three partners are promoting the effec tive enforcement of environmental laws.
Through the
North American
Agreement on Labour Cooperation ,
Mexico and the United States are work ing together to protect, enhance and
enforce basic workers' rights.
Canada, the United States and Mexico
launched the NAFTA and formed the
world's largest free trade area. The
Agreement has brought economic
growth and rising standards of living for
people in all three countries. In addi tion, NAFTA has established a strong
foundation for future growth and has set
a valuable example of the benefits of
trade liberalization.
As well, by strengthening the rules and
procedures governing trade and invest ment throughout the continent, the
NAFTA has proved to be a solid founda tion for building Canada's future pros perity.
12

The NAFTA has enabled both Canada
and Mexico to increase their exports to
the United States: Canadian manufac turers now send more than half their
production to the U.S., while Mexico's
share of the U.S. import market has
almost doubled from 6.9% in preNAFTA 1993 to 11.6% in 2002.
Manufacturers in all three countries are
better able to realize their full potential
by operating in a larger, more integrated
and efficient North American economy.
In 2002, Canada was the most impor tant destination for merchandise
exports from 39 of the 50 U.S. states.
Following a final tariff reduction between
Canada and Mexico, which took effect
on January 1, 2003, virtually all trade in
the NAFTA region has flowed tariff-free.

Canada is a successful trading nation:
exports account for over 40% of total
gross domestic product-a higher pro portion than for any other G7 country.
An estimated one in four jobs in Canada
is linked to our success in global mar kets.
The NAFTA has played a significant role
in that achievement. Today, 86.6% of
total merchandise exports go to the
NAFTA partners. And close to 2.3 mil lion jobs have been created in Canada
since 1994, representing an increase of
17.5% over pre-NAFTA employment levels.
The NAFTA is clearly a key to Canada's
continued economic success. But the
best is yet to come.

Nevertheless, although the NAFTA
appears to play a positive role in the
trade relations between the two coun tries, in reality it does not happen to be
like that. Despite free trade agreement
there is no free trade in certain branch es. The most sensitive ones are lumber
and agriculture. Canada accuses the
U.S. for subsidizing its agriculture

industry. The U.S. has imposed higher
tariffs on Canadian lumber and seems
to give part of the tariff rate to its own
lumber producers. The United States is
subsidizing its agriculture, which firstly,
is against the Agreement, and makes
American products cheaper and there fore damages Canadian industry.
Despite declared equality of partici pants in the NAFTA from the very
beginning of its existence has never
been a relationship between equal
members. It is clear that the United
States is much stronger economic
power than the other counterparts and
this country has successfully used it in
its own interests. It has ignored for
three times the decisions of the WTO,
which Canada won over the U.S.
Currently, the proscribed depute settle ment procedure is not working at the
present time due to ignorance from the
side of the U.S.

Finally, Canada has a substantial loss in
terms of control over its natural
resources. Under the Agreement it has
to treat American entrepreneurs equally
to the Canadian ones and in a long term
perspective they are the ones to dictate
the prices of highly valuable for every body natural resources.
Clearly, Canada by entering an agree ment with the U.S. and Mexico had
much to gain from a free trade with
these countries. Its high tech industry
has developed rapidly for quite a while.
It continues to have a surplus trade with
the United States. It overcame the
recession of 1989 - 1996. However, for
Canada to gain benefit from this
Agreement in a long term perspective
the system needs to work properly.
Relationship with the mighty partner like
the U.S. is a true art and we sincerely
hope and wish Canada success on this
way. z
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Olena Shcherbak , CUPP '05
Kharkiv National University of Economics
My MP: Bradley Trost , Saskatoon-Humboldt, Saskatchewan
CUPP Scholarship: Yuriy & Oksana Fedyna Scholarship
My hometown: Kharkiv
Oleksandr Volkovsky , CUPP '05
Hryhoriy Skovoroda National Pedagogical University, Kharkiv
My MP: Joy Smith , Kildona-St. Paul, Manitoba
CUPP Scholarship: Walter Tarnopolsky Scholarship
My hometown: Kharkiv

Canada-Ukraine Trade

conomic relations between Ukraine
E
and Canada have been growing
steadily since 1991, after Ukraine
declared its independence. Economic
relations between two countries have
been developing based on the following
agreements and declarations:
F
F
F

F
F

F

F

Declaration of Economic CoOperation between Ukraine and
Canada (signed July 7, 1992);

Agreement between Government
of Ukraine and Government of
Canada on Trade and Commercial
Relations (signed March 31, 1994);

Joint Agreement on Co-Operation
between Canada-Ukraine Chamber
of Commerce and Ukrainian
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (signed March 31, 1994);
Agreement between Government
of Ukraine and Government of
Canada on Economic Co-Operation
(signed October 24, 1994);
Agreement between Government
of Ukraine and Government of
Canada on Protection of Foreign
Investments (signed October 24,
1994);

Convention between Ukraine and
Canada for the Avoidance of
Double Taxation and the
Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with
respect to Taxes on Income and
on Capital (signed March 4, 1996).

Agreement on cooperation between
Ukrainian League of Industrialists
and Entrepreneurs (ULIE) and
Canadian Manufacturers and
Exporters (CME) (October, 2001).

These agreements create necessary
legal background for the future expan sion of trade and investment relations
between these states.
Despite the well-developed legal basis
in this area, Canada-Ukraine economic
relations still remain weak and underde veloped. Great distance between two
countries, protectionist tariff policy of
the Ukrainian Government and negative
investment experience of Canadian
companies in the beginning of 1990s
resulted in decline of Canadian invest ments in Ukraine. In the beginning of
2002 this number was as modest as
52.1 million USD (it makes up 0.7% of
total foreign investments in Ukraine).
The same year the bilateral trade vol umes were 71.8 million USD (it makes
up 0.2% of the total bilateral turnover of
goods, services and works). These fig ures may be considered symbolic given
the foreign trade potential of the coun tries.
In spite of insignificant volumes of
export-import operations, the list of trad able goods and services between
Ukraine and Canada includes hundreds
of goods' items. Canada import of
January-September 2002 was as high
as 54,053 million USD and export was
18.826 million USD. The main products
imported from Ukraine to Canada are:
art of apparel and clothing access
($6,812 million) based on the JanuarySeptember of 2002 data, iron and steel
($9,667 million), articles of iron and steel
($2,671 million), toys, games and sport
requisites ($1,471 million), cereal
($11,339 million), residues and waste
from the food industry ($2,896 million),

CANADA-UKRAINE PARLIAMENTARY PROGRAM

iron chemicals ($5,155 million), fertiliz ers ($1,160 million).
The main export products of Canada to
Ukraine represent machinery, boilers
and engines ($6,102 million), special
classification provision ($3,357 million),
wood and articles from wood ($56 mil lion), plastics ($118 million), pharmaceu tical products ($599 million), meat
($3,143 million).
Ukrainian partners maintain trade rela tions with all Canadian provinces,
although the biggest part belongs to
Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba. At the
same time the major importer of
Ukrainian goods and services is Quebec
with the total import of 34,096 million
USD. Among the exporters the first
place belongs to Ontario (6,617 million
USD).
Michael Reshitnyk, Trade Commissioner of Eastern European Division of
Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade emphasized that air craft building, energy and pharmaceuti cal sectors should become the main
areas of Ukraine-Canada economic
relations.
Despite the low level of trade relations
between this two countries, Michael
Reshitnyk thinks that after the Orange
Revolution, in the view of western-ori ented policy of the new Ukrainian
Government, the Canada-Ukraine coop eration in trade area will tremendously
improve. The fact that Canada is the
main supporter of Ukraine's transition
into the WTO is the beginning of these
improvements. z
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Yevhen Polyak , CUPP '05
Kharkiv National University of Radioelectronics
My MP: Hon. Jean Augustine , Toronto, Ontario
CUPP Scholarship: Semator Paul Yuzyk Scholarship
My hometown: Luhansk

Bicycling in the First Tour de CUPP

very participant of the CUPP '05
E
program will remember not only the
internship in the Canadian Parliament
but numerous other meetings and
events. The visits to Montreal, Niagara
Falls, the Pileteri Winery, the Ukrainian
Church in Niagara Falls, the Yorkville
and Distillery districts to attend the
International Blues Festival, are all
memorable and enjoyable.

But we also went for an extended bike
ride to Gatineau Park in Quebec, includ ing those of us who already knew how to
ride a bike and those who had to learn
on the spot. For this last group the bike
ride will stay longer in our memories as
a result of the scrapes & bruises which
came with our famous Tour De CUPP.

For some of us bicycling became not
only a recreation, but also a means of
transportation to Parliament Hill.
Bicycling was a fast and free alternative
for walking or taking a bus to Parliament
and a much healthier activity.
The most memorable bicycling event
was our trip to Gatineau Park, when 16
of us began to pedal from downtown
Ottawa, on our way to Pink Lake in
Gatineau Park. At 9 AM on June 1st,
after everyone made adjustments to
their gear, we began The First Tour de
CUPP.

We pedaled through the busy streets of
Canada's capital towards the bridge
which took us over the Ottawa River,

which separates Ontario from Quebec.
The first spill and crash took place
somewhere close to Parliament Hill
when several of our group decided that
it was time for a 'speed phase' and
raced towards finishing first in this
phase of the Tour, only to wind up on
the pavement and almost in need of
medical help. But they got up onto their
bikes and resumed the Tour. In the
next few hours of the Tour all but 2 of
our group took tumbles, usually when
one of the Cuppers decided to either
break away from the peleton or decided
that it was time to race. What followed
was a crash or a pile-up or simply an
awkward fall, which most often caused
those watching us to have a good laugh
at our misfortune. But everyone sur vived and medical attention was put off
until the end of the race.
Frankly speaking, June 1st could be
called the Day of the first Tour de CUPP
or more appropriately the "Day of
Falling Down".

All 16 participants of this first Tour de
CUPP will long remember the race, if
not for the great fun then certainly for
the bruises and scars from our grueling
sports activity. These battlefield scars
will be our badge of honour , until they
disappear. The Tour was excellent. A
perfect day, excellent bicycle trails &
routes, cool weather and good company
what else do you need to enjoy a
week-end in Ottawa? We completed
approximately 35-40 kilometers and
achieved our goal- to return all 16 riders
in one piece, to Ashbury House for din ner..
Left to right: Evhen Polyak, Tetyana Orlova, Kateryna Obvintseva, Natalia
Stoyanovich, Arsen Zhumadilov, Viktor Vilkha, Abduraman Egiz, Iryna Temchenko,
Artem Korochynsky, Artem Shyrkozhukhov, Gayane Nuridjanyan, Krystyna Savchuk,
Olexandr Volkovskiy, Andrij Kotlijarchuk.
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I did not expect that bicycling could be
so much fun. For this reason, on the
behalf of CUPP'05 I recommend to all
future CUPP groups to organize the
Tour de CUPP and enjoy yourselves.
z
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article by Rostyslav Khomiak, "Svoboda" Newspaper, March 18/2005
Artem
Shyrkozhukhov
Kyiv International
University
Faculty of
International
Relations
Department of
International Law
CUPP
Scholarship: Mazurenko Family
Scholarship
My MP: Hon. Maria Minna , Toronto

M

y observations about the question
raised by the author in this article
are as follows.

I think Ukraine is a unique country with
regard to the seemingly endless discus sions about what the official or state lan guage should be. Normally, in other
countries, if an official or state language
exists, well then everybody knows it,
speaks it, and gets on with life. There is
no backbiting or kowtowing or toadying
up to some outside interests!
In our country the situation is different.
Despite the fact that the Ukrainian lan guage has the status as the sole official
language of Ukraine for many years,
there is a percentage of people who
claim they do not know the language,
and more strangely do not want to know
the Ukrainian language. I am talking not
only about Crimea and Eastern oblasts.
Kyiv and some people in the central
oblasts or provinces do not often use
Ukrainian in their everyday discourse. I
simply do not understand why these
people create such a calamity for them selves, as a result of not learning or
using the county's official language.
I am confident that the author of the arti cle Rostylav Khomiak is not an enemy of
the Russian language. There is nothing
disrespectful against the Russian lan guage if a Ukrainian citizen uses or
returns to the use of the Ukrainian lan guage in his own homeland. This quaint
phenomenon can be seen on the streets
of Canada, France, Germany and even
Russia, where the official or state lan guage is quite acceptable in the every -

day life of those countries.

In my opinion Ukrainians are a very
lucky nation of being to a large extent a
bilingual country. There are perfect
examples of bilingualism in the world
such as the Scandinavian countries, the
Netherlands, Denmark. In these coun tries percentage of population who
knows English as a foreign language is
the highest in the world. The Swedes,
the Norwegians, the Dutch, the Danish,
the Finns and others use English in their
communication with foreigners, at meet ings, but they hardly ever use English to
talk with each other. They all know that
they have their own language, they are
proud of it and they cherish it. That is
why the Ukrainian language must, not
just should be the language of everyday
discourse among Ukrainian citizens and
long-term residents. And this should be
accepted by everyone in the country.
Tolerance to the official language is nor mal in normal societies. Intolerance of
the Ukrainian language, as demonstrat ed by an intolerant group must be con demned.
It will be historic justice that after sever al centuries of persecution the
Ukrainian language is returned to its
rightful place in Ukraine. The language
of Shakespeare enjoys complete sup port in its homeland and beyond. The
language of Shevchenko deserves no
less in its homeland. z

Marat
Ohanyesyan
Ukrainian
Academy of
Customs,
Dnipropetrovs'k
My MP: Peter
Julian, BurnabyNew Westminster,
British Columbia
CUPP Scholarship: Maria & Josef
Siecinsky Scholarship
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efore analyzing the article, I would
B
like to begin with the observation
that Ukraine has carried on with a

Ukrainian-speaking and Russian-speak ing population, which has historical
roots. This historical division can be
observed in the influences of two and
sometimes even three foreign centres,
namely our neighbors - Russia and the
former Russian Empire, the former
Austro-Hungarian Empire and the
Ottoman Empire.
Keeping this historical perspective in
mind it seems to me that Ukraine bears
a resemblance to Canada. The bilingual
reality of both of these states contributes
to the instability of both countries.
The other resemblance is in the variety
of the population. The Crimean Tartars
live in Crimea, the Hungarians, the
Moldavians, the Poles in the west, the
Byelorussians in the north etc. In this
respect, it is even harder to speak about
Canada because it is one of the most
diversely populated countries.

The third resemblance lies in the politi cal sphere, which underwent tensions in
both Ukraine and Canada not so long
ago. Fortunately, each of them, on spite
of the hectic pace and difficulty of the
situation, managed to overcome the
political crisis and are now moving on a
more consistent way.
The article passes judgment on the let ter of the so called "150 intellectuals"
who support of the entrenchment of the
Russian language, in Ukraine.
To my way of thinking, this letter of the
group of 150 intellectuals does not make
much sense, because the Ukrainian
Constitution reads that "The state must
provide for the development of Russian
and other languages". That means that
there is literally no pressure upon
Russian to disappear, within the
Constitutional law of Ukraine. On the
contrary, Russian is guaranteed free
development, free usage, and even
state support.

Hopefully, the development of the offi cial language (Ukrainian) is also
15
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increasing in everyday use. No doubt,
that speaking Russian in addition to
Ukrainian can only multiply youth's pro fessional and personal opportunities.
As for the Ukrainian schools, I know
from personal experience, how hard it is
for children to study in Ukrainian.
Because there are still fewer Ukrainian
language schools, those children have
to travel greater distances to attend a
Ukrainian school. Many of the children,
because of poor health or other reasons
have to attend Russian schools, which
are more numerous and close by...

Thanks to the Orange Revolution,
Ukrainian has come into fashion. Since
the first day of our true independence, it
has become clear that we have chosen
our own language, together with our
own way of development. We are dis tinct from Russia and we will defend our
language and are proud of its official
status. z

Anna Bryedova
Donetsk National
University
My MP: Mario
Silva, Toronto,
Ontario
CUPP
Scholarship:
Christina Bardyn
Scholarship

îëè Óêðà¿íà ñòàëà íåçàëåæíîþ, ÿ
Ê
ùå â÷èëàñü ó øêîë³. Ìîÿ øêîëà îä ðàçó æ îãîëîñèëà ñåáå øêîëîþ ç óêðà ¿íñüêîþ ìîâîþ íàâ÷àííÿ. Îäíàê ï³ ñëÿ öüîãî âñ³ ïðåäìåòè ïðîäîâæóâàëè
÷èòàòèñÿ ðîñ³éñüêîþ ìîâîþ, ³ âèâ÷åí íÿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ìîâè çâîäèëîñÿ äî
îðãàí³çàö³¿ âå÷îð³â óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ï³ñí³.
Âèâ÷åííÿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ìîâè íå áóëî
îáóìîâëåíî âíóòð³øíüîþ ïîòðåáîþ, ³
ïîäàâàëîñÿ ÿê òÿæêèé, íàâ'ÿçàíèé
ñèëîì³öü îáîâ'ÿçîê.
Íà ì³é ïîãëÿä, ïðîáëåìà óêðà¿íñüêî¿
ìîâè îñîáëèâî àêòóàëüíà íà ñõîä³
Óêðà¿íè, äå ÿ æèâó ³ äå ðîñ³éñüêà ìî âà, ÿê ³ ðàí³øå, º ïð³îðèòåòíîþ ó âñ³õ
ñôåðàõ ãðîìàäñüêîãî æèòòÿ. ß ãà äàþ, ùî öå, íàñàìïåðåä, ïîâ'ÿçàíî ç
íàö³îíàëüíèì ñàìîâèçíà÷åííÿì íàñå ëåííÿ, ÿêå òàì ïðîæèâàº. Àäæå íå 16
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äàðìà ï³ä ÷àñ ïîìàðàí÷åâî¿ ðåâîëþö³¿
ó Äîíåöüêó ïîðÿä ³ç ïðàïîðàìè íà
ï³äòðèìêó êàíäèäàòà â ïðåçèäåíòè
Óêðà¿íè Â. ßíóêîâè÷à òð³ïîò³ëè ðîñ³é ñüê³ ïðàïîðè,  ³ æîäíîãî óêðà¿íñüêî ãî. Öÿ ïðîáëåìà ïîâèííà áóòè îö³íå íà á³ëüø ñåðéîçíî íèí³, í³æ öå áóëî
ðàí³øå. Ó äàí³é ñèòóàö³¿ º íåîáõ³äíèì
êîìïëåêñíèé ï³äõ³ä äî ðîçâèòêó, ïî ïóëÿðèçàö³¿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ìîâè íà ñõîä³,
ïî÷èíàþ÷è ç äèòÿ÷èõ ñàäê³â òà øê³ë.
Íåîáõ³äíî äåòàëüíå ðîç'ÿñíåííÿ, ÷î ìó ³ íàâ³ùî óêðà¿íö³ ïîâèíí³ ãîâîðèòè
ïî-óêðà¿íñüêè, àäæå ÿê áè ëîã³÷íî öå
íå çâó÷àëî, á³ëüø³ñòü ëþäåé º äîñèòü
äàëåêèìè â³ä ðîçóì³ííÿ é óñâ³äîìëåí íÿ âëàäè, ³ îñîáëèâå óêîð³íåííÿ ðà äÿíñüêèõ ìîâíèõ òðàäèö³é, ³ ðåã³î íàëüíà ñïåöèô³êà.

Äëÿ ìåíå îñîáèñòî òâåðäæåííÿ â³ä íîñíî òîãî, ùî ðîñ³éüêà ìîâà ï³äëÿãàº
äèñêðèì³íàö³¿, çâó÷èòü àáñóðäíî. Çà ÿâè "³íòåë³ãåíò³â" ùîäî äèñêðèì³íàö³¿
ðîñ³éñüêî¿ ìîâè ñë³ä ðîçö³íþâàòè íå
á³ëüø, í³æ öèí³÷íèé ïîïóë³çì. ß àáñî ëþòíî çã³äíà ç àâòîðîì ñòàòò³ Ðîñòè ñëàâîì Õîì'ÿêîì, ùî áàãàòî áàòüê³â,
ÿê³ õî÷óòü, ùîá ¿õí³ ä³òè íàâ÷àëèñÿ
ò³ëüêè "íà ðóññêîì", íå ïðîñòî ñòè ðàþòü äóõîâíó ïðèíàëåæí³ñòü ¿õ äî
ºäèíîãî íàðîäó, àëå ³, ùîíàéìåíøå,
ñòâîðþþòü ¿ì ïðîáëåìè íà ìàéáóòíº
(íàïðèêëàä, íà ìîºìó ôàêóëüòåò³ áà ãàòî ñòóäåíò³â ñòèêàþòüñÿ ç ðåàëüíè ìè òðóäíîùàìè ïðè ÷èòàíí³ ³ ðîçóì³í í³ íîðìàòèâíèõ äîêóìåíò³â äåðæàâ íîþ ìîâîþ). Êîëèñü ìåí³ òåæ íå ïî äîáàëîñü òå, ùî ìåíå çàñòàâëÿþòü
â÷èòè óêðà¿íñüêó ìîâó, ÿ íå ðîçóì³ëà,
÷îìó ÿ ïîâèííà â÷èòè ìîâó, ÿêîþ íå
ðîçìîâëÿº ìîÿ ñ³ì'ÿ ³ ì³ñòî, äå ÿ æèâó.
Àëå öå äîâãèé åâîëþö³éíèé ïðîöåñ
îñìèñëåííÿ, ïîøóêó ñâîº¿ íàö³îíàëü íî¿ ïðèíàëåæíîñò³, òîìó ÿ òåæ ââà æàþ, ùî çàêð³ïëåííÿ îô³ö³éíîãî ñòà òóñó ðîñ³éñüêî¿ ìîâè â Óêðà¿í³ çíè ùèòü óêðà¿íñüêó ìîâó, ³ çàÿâè "³íòåë³ ãåíò³â" íå ïîâèíí³ áðàòèñÿ äî óâàãè. z

Maya Dvalishvili
Ivane Javakhishvili
University of
Tbilisi, Georgia
Faculty of Law
My MP: Borys
Wrzesnewskyj ,
Toronto

hen I have
W
first
read
assignment 7, on our list of CUPP

assignments, "Neinteligentna aktsia
Inteligentiv" (The unintelligent action of
the intelligentsia) by Rostyslav
Khomiak, I could not think of a better
summary of the situation surrounding
the supposed threat to the Russian lan guage in Ukraine, than the title of the
article itself..
It really is unintelligent to protect a for eign language and oppose the use of
the state or mother language.
Especially when you observed the
majority of Ukrainians, standing in the
middle of winter in the sleet, snow and
cold to uphold their freedom and inde pendence, and waving thousands of
signs in their native language, as if fight ing for its survival.
Because every one knows that lan guage is the mirror and face of a nation,
if in Ukraine the language is changed
and Russified, Ukraine as a nation will
disappear and be forgotten too.
I guess that 150 of the self anointed
intelligentsia elite is only a drop in the
sea, yet they have the audacity to com plain about the discrimination against
the Russian language and they insist
that Russian should displace Ukrainian
as the language of the country.
During the rule of the Soviet Union,
Russian politics and politicians dominat ed the different Republics. And the
native population had no say in the sta tus or use of their native language. All
were to become soviet men and speak
only one language-Russian. It is there fore unwise to permit a minority which
got used to having their way, to continue
that same language policy at the
expense of the majority population.
The Orange Revolution has made it
possible to allow the Ukrainian language
to prosper. The new President is not
timid to use his native language and to
conduct the affairs of his government in
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that language. I hope that the 150 of
this intelligentsia won't find many follow ers. It would be a disaster for Ukraine
and for the world to allow a racist lan guage policy to succeed. z

Dmytro Stepanov
Kirovohrad
Institute of
Commerce
My MP: Inky
Mark , DauphinSwan RiverMarquette,
Manitoba
CUPP
Scholarship: John & Mary Yaremko
Scholarship

îæíà äóæå äîâãî ñïåðå÷àòèñÿ ç
Ì
ïðèâîäó òîãî, ÷è äîáðå äëÿ Óêðà ¿íè ðîçìîâëÿòè ðîñ³éñüêîþ ìîâîþ.
Ñïðàâà â òîìó, ùî äëÿ áàãàòüîõ ðî ñ³éñüêà áóëà ïåðøîþ ìîâîþ ³ äëÿ íèõ
òåïåð äóæå âàæêî ïåðåéòè íà óêðà¿í ñüêó, êîëè âñ³ íàâêîëî ðîçìîâëÿþòü
ðîñ³éñüêîþ.
Äëÿ ñòàðøîãî ïîêîë³ííÿ ïåðåéòè íà
³íøó ìîâó âæå ìàéæå íåìîæëèâî. Ìå í³ äóæå ñïîäîáàëàñÿ ôðàçà ³ç ñòàòò³
ïðî "íåìîäíó ìîâó". Ùå ç ÷àñ³â Ðà äÿíñüêîãî Ñîþçó ñêëàëîñÿ òàê, ùî
óêðà¿íñüêà áóëà "íåìîäíîþ ìîâîþ".
Äëÿ ä³òåé ðîñ³éñüêîìîâíèõ áàòüê³â
ïåðøà ìîâà áóäå ðîñ³éñüêà. ß ñàì âè ð³ñ ó ðîñ³éñüêîìîâí³é ñ³ì'¿ ³ äóæå äî -

"H
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áðå ïàì'ÿòàþ, ÿê ìåí³ áóëî òÿæêî ïî äîëàòè öåé ìîâíèé áàð'ºð ³ ïî÷àòè
ðîçìîâëÿòè ð³äíîþ ìîâîþ. Êîëè ÿ
íàâ÷àâñÿ çà êîðîäîíîì, ìåí³ òàêîæ
áóâ ïîòð³áåí âåëèêèé ÷àñ, ùîá â³ëüíî
ðîçìîâëÿòè àíãë³éñüêîþ.
Òàê, ìè ïîâèíí³ ðîçìîâëÿòè âëàñíîþ
ìîâîþ, àëå öåé ïåðåõ³ä íå ìîæå áóòè
øâèäêèì. Öå, ÿ âïåâíåíèé, ñòàíåòüñÿ
÷åðåç îäíå-äâà ïîêîë³ííÿ. z

Krystyna
Savchuk
Yuriy Fedkovych
National
University,
Chernivtsi
My MP: James
Bezan, SelkirkInterlake,
Manitoba
CUPP Scholarship: Vasyl Kereliuk
Scholarship

n 1991 Ukraine became an
IIndependent
Independent country.
Being an
country means to have its

own boundaries, military, air and water
space, etc. and, of course, its own offi cial language, the language of the coun try and the people who live in this coun try. The official language of Ukraine is
Ukrainian, besides that is the language
of our ancestors: our great-grandpar ents and generations before them
spoke Ukrainian and tried no matter
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what to preserve their Ukrainian identi ty, our grandparents and parents speak
also Ukrainian. That is why I can't
understand the discussions concerning
the establishment of Russian as a sec ond official language in Ukraine.
Russian is already an official language
in Russia. In Ukraine the official lan guage is Ukrainian and only Ukrainian.
Why, for example, doesn't Russia
establish Ukrainian as a second official
language? There is a large Ukrainian
population in Russia, and Russia would
benefit from encouraging the learning of
a second language, Ukrainian..
Why are some people in Ukraine so
determined to introduce Russian as an
official language in Ukraine?! Currently
no one stops them from learning or
knowing Russian. Let it be just another
foreign language. Keep in mind that
Goethe once said: "The more lan guages you know as many times you
are a man" but also remember the say ing: "When in Rome do as Romans do."
Ukraine is an Independent country with
its own national identity and its own
national & official Ukrainian language,
the language of the country and of the
nation. That is why, I believe, that
everyone who considers themselves to
be loyal citizens of Ukraine, should
respect the culture, traditions and espe cially the official language of the coun try. z

Excerpt from a letter to the editor of Kyiv Post:

egemony over Ukraine remains the dictum of Russia's basic strategy. It is incurable, repetitive over 350 years,
effective and invasive to the extent of not only conquering the land of Ukraine but also deforming and smoth
ering the self-respect of the people, by means of an identity re-make that badgered the Ukrainian language to a zeroimage status...

-

Despite my genuine appreciation of Russian music and songs of years gone by and a due respect for recent Vyerka
Serduchka creations; I don't understand the pathology of why Ukraine needs official status for the Russian language,
or the existing huge prevalence of Russian public schools. Maybe, as there are 2 Koreas and 2 Chinas, why not have
2 or possibly 3, if counting Belarus, Russias, with the remnants of the Ukrainian content relegated to the theatre of
the absurd. Yes, why not reconstitute the Empire. Let's have 2 and better yet, 3 Russias!
z
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Andrij Kotljarchuk , CUPP '05
Ivan Franko National University, Lviv
Faculty of Biology
My MP: Ed Komarnicki , Souris-Moose Mountain, Saskatchewan

Ukrayina staje Ukrajinoju (Ukraine becomes Ukraine)
article by Mykola Neseniuk

es, it really is so. This article has
Y
impressed me by its well formulated
content and positive nature. I can state,

that most western Ukrainians, were
impressed by the resolve of our Nation's
capital. Before the Orange Wave, I
would not have believed that, Kyyany
would someday say "no" in such an
emphatic way to the pro-Russian candi date and be such active and willing par ticipants of the peaceful Orange
Revolution, standing "shoulder to shoul der" with the eternally active on national
issues, Western Ukrainians.
We won this struggle - this peaceful bat tle. And now we must make sure not to
repeat the mistakes of our previous
government. We have made our choice
and now nobody except ourselves can
be responsible of the path, which our
country will follow. I am sure, that the
present Ukrainian government is made
up of educated and competent special ists, who are ready to use their knowl edge and experience for the benefit of

Ukraine. And this is our hope.

We should not however, idealise the
personality of our President Viktor
Yushchenko. Yes, he is a national hero,
but he is not the only one, who governs
our country now. And every member of
our government, as can be expected
has his own solutions and ambitions.
We can already see some questionable
announcements from the "orange" gov ernment. And we should not be sur prised if this government makes mis takes and suffers a scandal or two.
They are, after all humans. In fact, we
are witnesses to serious problems and
scandals here in Ottawa. And this is a
mature and democratic government
with a long history of sound government.
What is refreshing here is the trans parency of the government and the
exposure of its faults and mistakes.
I think, that citizens of every country, if
they want to see their homeland
improve - they must make changes by
themselves, by participating and voting

and demanding accountability from their
elected members of parliament.

On my opinion, Viktor Yanukhovych was
so dramatically different a candidate
from Viktor Yushchenko, that Yanukho vych could be considered a "hero" in a
certain sense.. Had Yanukovych not
been such an odious candidate with a
criminal record, he may have had a bet ter chance of attracting support from the
voters. He was not representative of
the honest and hard-working people of
Donetsk.
Now we have new hope, that soon
Ukraine will become truly Ukraine, not
only as a geographical place on map of
the world, but as a strong, beautiful,
prosperous and democratic state,
where ordinary citizens, as well as the
president and government ministers
and members of parliament will be loyal
to the homeland. And all of us will con tribute to reaching this goal. z

Serhiy Petukhov , CUPP '05
Taras Shevchenko National University, Kyiv
My MP: Hon. Dan McTeague , Pickering-Scarborough East, Ontario
CUPP Scholarship: Vasyl Loboda Scholarship
My hometown: Donetsk

CUPP Assignment #10

olodymyr Derzko in his article
W
made several proposals for
Ukraine's path towards democracy and

pointed out some possible obstacles in
this path. The author's first point is that
in a free-market economy the State
(state government) cannot protect its
entrepreneurs. Although this proposi tion is mainly true in the framework of
national economy, it does not always
work in the global economy. Each State
seeks to protect its vital branches of
18

industry in order to fulfill its social under takings. Taking into account that in
Ukraine the state government has been
protecting its industry for decades, and
knowing that the transition to a marketbased economy takes time, you can find
some logic in the pronouncements of
Volodymyr Moroz, leader of the Socialist
Party of Ukraine.
Therefore I do not agree with author's
position and think that the pros and con -

tras of accession to the WTO have to be
carefully weighted and protective mea sures, if any, have to be taken by the
Ukrainian state government to ease
Ukraine's transition into a market econ omy.
The second point made by author is that
Ukraine has to protect intellectual prop erty if it wants to be taken seriously by
(Continued on page 17)
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Inna Volkova , CUPP '05
Taras Shevchenko National Pedagogical University, Luhansk
My MP: Borys Wrzesnewskyj , Toronto
CUPP Scholarship: John Sopinka Scholarship
My hometown: Luhansk

For a Long Time Ukraine Did Not Know
Where It Was Better To Settle

article published by Vaclav Havel in Le Monde Newspaper, Paris, France, February 25, 2005
s a result of its geographical loca A
tion, Ukraine has always seemed to
European countries to be a distant

country somewhere in the East. To
Russia, Ukraine has been its most
western province and "a window on
Europe". For a long time Ukrainians
were looking for a synthesis of western
and the eastern influences, until the
country came to a political, ideological,
and economic fork.

The Orange Revolution, which pro claimed a cardinal shift in our minds,
manifested the clear pro-European
choice of Ukrainians. With this choice
should come a free market economy
and fair investment policy in terms of
economics, responsibility and trans parency in terms of governmental
ethics, freedom of speech and promo tion of talented youth in terms of social
mechanisms.
The Ukrainian choice for democracy is
very meaningful not only for the EU,
but also for its neighbors in the east,
particularly Russia. Now that Ukraine

(Continued from page 16)

the international community. I fully
agree with the author's view. In today's
economy a significant share of the
world's productive forces is engaged in
the creation of intellectual property.
Almost every industry relies upon
patents as a means of protecting its
know-how. Reliance upon intellectual
property is vital for recording, cinemato graphic, pharmaceutical businesses, as
well as for art, literature, science and
innovation in general. Although Ukraine
has laws on protection of intellectual
property, they are not enforced consis tently. This is the foremost task of
Viktor Yushchenko's government on the

(the largest country in Europe) began
to implement reforms and which hope fully will achieve positive results,
Russia can observe an alternative way
of governing a large country without
resorting to authoritarian rule.
Vaclav Havel has brought up a good
point in reference about Russia. Havel
explains the Russian attitude towards
Ukraine, namely that Russia sees
Ukraine as a province and he
describes the Russian imperialistic
point of view towards its neighboring
countries. Havel states that "Russia
does not herself know where she
begins and where she ends".

In the aftermath of political events in
Ukraine, a trend is emerging in Russia,
seeking to monopolize and centralize
power, as a counterbalance, I assume
that the first fruits of "cleansing" the
corrupted regime in Ukraine will con vince the Russians in the necessity of
shaping their country's destiny as a
democracy. Thus Ukraine will become
a link between the EU and Russia liv -

way to WTO accession and receiving
the status of market economy from EU
and USA.

The third point of the author is that
Ukraine has to switch from producing
raw materials and "junk-products" to
innovative products and services that
will be competitive and in demand all
over the world. As one of the measures,
that need to be taken, the author sug gests investing extensively into the edu cational system of Ukraine. I can sub scribe to the author's view on this point.
In today's economy resources are not
always crucial for the development of a
country. We have examples of coun -
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ing in different time and space dimen sions, as the article states. Such signs
of "tiredness" from filtered news or
unpopular government decisions
emerge in Russia, the last step they
need is a strong opposition center and
a clear list of things what people will
get in return for the democratic revolu tion in Russia. NGOs' activities can to
a great extent help people break the
old stereotypes and strive for their con stitutional rights.

As for Ukraine, our country seems to
have made it clear to the world what
are her aspirations and strategic part ners. Open democratic cooperation
helps to establish friendly bonds with
the eastern European states, such as
Poland, Hungary, the Check Republic;
the EU and Brussels; the US and etc.
The most important fact is that Ukraine
is becoming an appealing partner for
both western and eastern countries
which gives her good credit in today's
globalizing and interdependent world. z

tries with little or no resources, such as
Korea, Japan, Singapore, Switzerland,
which managed to accumulate wealth
due to their ability to combine high tech nologies and impeccable service. The
only prerequisite for such development
is the presence of a significant quantity
of educated people, who can think and
compete globally. This is what is still
needed in my country. It will take
decades to rebuild our system of educa tion to meet today's needs but if we
understand the problem and take this
challenge seriously, it may happen
someday, that it will be European Union
who will want desperately to accede to
Ukraine and not vice versa. z
19
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Yuri Kushnir , Head Co-ordinator CUPP'05
Ivan Franko National University of Lviv
Faculty of Law
CUPP '98 Alumni
My MP: Borys Wrzesnewskyj , Toronto
CUPP '98 Scholarship: Michael Luchkovych Scholarship
CUPP '05 Scholarship: Dopomoha Ukraini Foundation Scholarship
My hometown: Lviv

The Springboard to Success

T

hirty one CUPP '05 days are over,
for this year. As I look back at
these days I appreciate deeply every
moment we shared here in Canada...

This month was an extremely fascinat ing time to do an internship in the
Canadian Parliament for 27 Ukrainian
students. This was the first Program
after the Orange Revolution, which
vested even greater responsibility on
the interns to serve as fitting ambas sadors of our rejuvenated country. It
was also probably one of the most
interesting and intense times in Cana dian politics within the last quarter of a
century, culminating with the historical
vote in which the tie had to be broken
by the Speaker of the House of
Commons.

The CUPP program started on a high
note, with personal greetings by Prime
Minister Paul Martin to the students on
the first day of the program... On our
last day in Ottawa we received the "all
the best" wishes from Her Excellency
Governor-General Adrienne Clarkson
at Rideau Hall. And in between these
two meetings - the Interns gained
experience by working in the offices of
MPs, meeting with the Speaker of the
House of Commons Peter Milliken, the
leader of the Official Opposition
Stephen Harper, other Members of
Parliament, representatives of govern mental bodies, former politicians, busi nessmen and Ukrainian Diaspora, visit ing embassies and university campus -

20

es, and, of course, having lots of fun
while partying on Elgin street, celebrat ing birthdays, biking to Gatineau Park
and going on trips to Montreal and
Niagara Falls. The philosophy behind
all of these activities was that by meet ing government representatives, diplo mats and observing various aspects of
Canadian life, the Interns would get as
good idea of how Canadians govern
themselves, as well as interact with
other nations.
Some time ago I realized that CUPP is
like a spring-board - the better the
Interns perform during the Program,
the more they will take back with them,
and thus the higher he/she will climb in
their professional and personal life.
This year's program was very intensive
and all students managed it very well.
And I believe that all participants now
have a great starting point for their
future achievements - as one wise man
told me in Montreal: "just put in
enough effort and the sky is your limit".

For me personally coordinating CUPP
'05 was an invaluable experience and I
am thankful to each and everyone who
contributed greatly to this year's
Program. Naming all of friends of the
Program would take the rest of the
space in this Newsletter; therefore
here I would like specifically mention
those whom I got to know back in 1998
when I was an intern myself. Borys
Wrzesnewskyj, at that time a success ful businessman who met with CUPP

'98 interns - now as an MP, who in
addition donated money for the CUPP
scholarships, and provided office and
everyday assistance for the operation
of the Program. As well he met with all
interns during our stay in Ottawa, on
different occasions. James Rajotte,
who was in 1998 the legislative assis tant to Ian McClelland MP, in whose
office I did my internship. James
spoke to the CUPP participants as an
MP and a member of Shadow Cabinet.
The Hon. Alvin Curling, in 1998 a
Member of the Ontario Provincial
Parliament, with whom I was an intern
(in 1998 CUPP students did an intern ship, first in the Ontario Legislature in
Toronto and then in House of
Commons in Ottawa) - this year wel comed interns to the Ontario
Legislature as its Speaker. And last
but not least - Senator Raynell
Andreychuk, meetings with whom
leave an unforgettable impression with
the students every year.
Finally I would like to thank the initia tors and benefactors of the Program for
their wisdom in the way they choose to
help Ukraine, to CUPP Director Ihor
Bardyn for efforts and energy he con tinuously puts into Program, to all
friends of the CUPP who either by
meeting with interns or by providing
assistance made this year's program a
success, and to all students for being
such a super-mega-great-CUPPteam!!! Good luck in your future!
z
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List of CUPP '05 Participating MP's
2005 CUPP Members of Parliament

2005 Interns

ROB ANDERS
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Member of Standing Committee for the Scrutiny of Regulations
Constituency: Calgary West, Alberta

Anna Trofimova
Ukrainian Catholic University, Lviv
Faculty of Theology and Philosophy
In 5th year of studies

Hon. JEAN AUGUSTINE
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Assistant Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole
Constituency: Etobicoke-Lakeshore, Ontario
First elected to Parliament in 1993

Evhen Polyak
Kharkiv National University of Radioelectronics
Faculty of Applied Mathematics
In 3rd year of studies

Rob Anders is of German, Polish and Russian heritage

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Ruslana Tykholaz (Vinnytsia Trade Economic Institute
of Kyiv National Trade Economic University) and Oksana TyshchenkoMonastyrska (Vernadsky Tavrida National University, Simferopol), served as
Interns during Spring Federal Election

Hometown: Horlivka

Hometown: Luhansk

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Asan Kenzhametov (Vernadsky Tavrida National
University, Simferopol), served as Intern
Jean Augustine is of Grenadian heritage

Hon. CAROLYN BENNETT
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Minister of State (Public Health)
Constituency: St. Paul's, Toronto, Ontario

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Olha Halyabar (Danylo Halyts'kyj Medical University,
Lviv), served as Intern during Spring Federal Election

Kateryna Obvintseva
Vasyl Karazin National University of Kharkiv
Faculty of Foreign Languages
In 4th year of studies
Hometown: Kharkiv

Carolyn Bennett's ancestral homeland: England

LEON BENOIT
Constituency: Vegreville-Wainwright, Alberta
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Chair of the Standing Committee on Government Operations and Estimates
First elected to the House of Commons in 1993

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Taras Stasiv (Ivan Franko National University, Lviv),
served as Intern

Viktor Vilkha
National University of "Kyiv-Mohyla Academy"
Faculty of Economics
In 4th year of studies
Hometown: Odesa, Lviv

Leon Benoit's ancestral homeland: France

JAMES BEZAN
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Member of the Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food
Official Opposition Associate Critic for Agriculture and Agrifood
Constituency: Selkirk-Interlake, Manitoba
First elected to Parliament in 2004
First time CUPP participant

Krystyna Savchuk
Yuriy Fedkovych National University of
Chernivtsi
College of Modern European Languages
In 3rd year of studies
Hometown: Chernivtsi

James Bezan's ancestral homeland: Ukraine
CANADA-UKRAINE PARLIAMENTARY PROGRAM
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Hon. SARMITE D. BULTE
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage
Member of the Standing Committee on the Status of Women
Constituency: Parkdale-High Park, Toronto, Ontario
First elected to Parliament in 1997

Anna Shakhurina
Donetsk National University
Economics and Law Faculty
In 4th year of studies
Hometown: Mariupol

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Halyna Barylo (Ivan Franko National University, Lviv),
served as Intern during Spring Federal Election
Sarmite Bulte's ancestral homeland: Latvia

BRIAN FITZPATRICK
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Member of the Standing Commettee on Public Affairs
Constituency: Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
First elected to Parliament in 2000

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Vyacheslav Tomenko (International Christian University,
Kyiv), served as Intern

Daria Orlova
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy
Faculty of Social Sciences and Social
Technologies, Political Sciences Department
In 3rd year of studies
Hometown: Khmelnytskyy

Brian Fitzpatrick's ancestral homeland: German, Ireland

PAUL FORSETH
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Constituency: New Westminster-Coquitlam, B.C.
Member of Standing Committee on Human Resources, Skills Development,
Social Development and the Status of Persons with Disabilities

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Hanna Kozlovska (Mykhailo Drahomanov Pedagogical
University, Kyiv), Andriy Yastreb (National Agrarian University, Kyiv), served
as Interns

Tetyana Orlova
Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv
Faculty of Economics
In 3rd year of studies
Hometown: Zvenyhorodka

Paul Forseth's ancestral homeland: Norway

Hon. WILLIAM C. GRAHAM
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Constituency: Toronto-Centre, Ontario
Minister of National Defence
First elected to Parliament in 1993

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Maryna Razinkova (Taras Shevchenko National
Pedagogical University, Luhansk), served as Intern during the Spring Federal
Election

Artem Korochynskyy
Taras Shevchenko National Pedagogical
University of Luhansk
Department of Foreign Languages
In 4th year of studies

Hometown: Lysychansk, Luhanska oblast

William Graham is of Irish and German heritage
Hon. TONNY IANNO
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Minister of State (Families and Caregivers)
Constituency: Trinity-Spadina, Toronto, Ontario
First elected to Parliament in 1993

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Victoria Shaban (Kyiv International University, Kyiv),
served as Intern during Spring Federal Election

Natalia Stoyanovych
National University of Water Management and
Natural Resources Application of Rivne
Faculty of Management
In 3rd year of studies
Hometown: Rivne

Has participated in CUPP since 1995

Tonny Ianno ancestral homeland: Italy
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PETER JULIAN
Party Affiliation: New Development Party
Constituency: Burnaby - New Westminster, B.C.
Member of Subcommittee on International Trade, Trade Disputes and
Investment of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International
Trade
NDP representative on: International Trade & Globalization, Persons with
Disabilities, Treasury Board and Natural Resources
First elected to Parliament in 2004
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Marat Oganyesyan
Ukrainian Academy of Customes
(Dnipropetrovsk)
Faculty of International Economy
In 4th year of studies
Hometown: Luhansk

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Khrystyna Prystayko (Ivan Franko National University,
Lviv), served as Intern
Peter Julian's ancestral homeland: Norway and England

DAVID KILGOUR
Party Affiliation: Independent MP
Constituency: Edmonton-Mill Woods-Beaumont, Alberta
Former Secretary of State for Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America (19972002); Asia Pacific (2002-2003)
David Kilgour's most recent activities are in the area of Healthcare, BSE,
Human Rights of the Uyghur people of China, Youth Voices, Saving Darfur,
and the Presidential Election in Ukraine
First elected to Parliament in 1979
David Kilgour is one of 2 longest serving MP's in the current House of
Commons

Arsen Zhumadilov
Graduate of National University of Kyiv-Mohyla
Academy
Hometown: Simferopol

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Andriy Maksymovych (Ivan Franko National University,
Lviv) and Arsen Zhumadilov (National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy)
served as Interns during Spring Federal Election
David Kilgour's heritage is Scottish

ED KOMARNICKI
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Constituency: Souris-Moose Mountain, Saskatchewan
Official Opposition Labour and Housing Critic
Member of the Standing Committee on Human Resources, Skills
Development, Social Development and the Status of Persons with Disabilities
First elected to Parliament in 2004

Andrij Kotlyarchuk
Ivan Franko National University of Lviv
Faculty of Biology
In 4th year of studies

INKY MARK
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Constituency: Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette, Manitoba
Vice-Chair of the Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigration
First elected to Parliament in 1997

Dmytro Stepanov
Kirovohrad Institute of Commerce
Department of Economics
Major: Marketing
In 4th year of studies

Hometown: Lviv

Ed Komarnicki's ancestral homeland: Ukraine

In 2003 CUPP, Roman Tashleetsky (Lesia Ukrainka Volyn National
University), served as Intern

Hometown: Kirovohrad

Mr. Mark is of Chinese heritage
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Hon. DAN McTEAGUE
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Parliament Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Member of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade
Constituency: Pickering-Scarborough East, Ontario

Has participated in CUPP since 1993
In Fall 2004 CUPP, Oleksandr Tereshchenko (Kyiv International University,
Kyiv), served as Intern

Serhiy Petukhov
Taras Shevchenko National Pedagogical
University of Kyiv
Law Faculty
In 4th year of studies
Hometown: Donetsk

Dan McTeague's ancestral homeland: Ireland, France

LARRY MILLER
Constituency: Grey-Bruce-Owen Sound, Ontario
Member of the Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
First elected to the House of Commons in 2004

Iryna Temchenko
Volodymyr Hnatyuk National Pedagogical
University of Ternopil
Faculty of Foreign Languages
In 4th year of studies

First time CUPP participant

Hometown: Ternopil

Larry Miller's ancestral homeland: England
Hon. MARIA MINNA, P.C., M.P.
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Member of the Standing Committee on Finance
Constituency: Beaches-East York, Toronto, Ontario
First elected to Parliament in 1993

Archil Sankhtushvili
Appolon Kutateladze Tbilisi State Academy of
Fine Arts
Faculty of Architecture, History and Theory of Art
Major: Architecture of Civil Buildings
In 5th year of studies

Has participated in CUPP since 1993

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Dmytro Chernenko (Ivan Franko National University,
Lviv), Roman Misyura (Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian University, IvanoFrankivsk) and Oleksandra Ratushnyk (Ivan Franko National University, Lviv),
served as Interns during Spring Federal Election
In Fall 2004 CUPP, Polina Dyakova (International Christian University, Kyiv)
and Bohdan Marusyk (Taras Shevchenko National University, Kyiv), served
as Interns
Maria Minna is of Italian heritage

LYNN MYERS
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Vice-Chair of the Standing Joint Committee for the Scrutiny and Regulations
Constituency: Kitchener-Conestoga, Ontario
First elected to Parliament in 1997

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Iryna Rak (Ivan Franko National University, Lviv), served
as Intern

Hometown: Tbilisi, Georgia

Artem Shyrkozhukhov
Kyiv International University
Faculty of International Relations
Major: International Law
In 3rd year of studies
Hometown: Bila Tserkva/Kyiv

Natalka Ostash
Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv
Institute of International Relations
In 4th year of studies
Hometown: Kyiv

Lynn Myers's ancestral homeland: Germany

YASMIN RATANSI
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Constituency: Don Valley East, Ontario
Member of the Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable
Development
First elected to Parliament in 2004

Abduraman Egiz
Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv
Institute of International Relations
In 3rd year of studies
Hometown: Simferopol

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Emil Rahimov (Ukrainian-Arabic Institute of
Interregional Academy of Personnel Management, Kyiv), served as Intern
during Spring Federal Election
Yasmin Ratansi is of Tanzanian heritage
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MARIO SILVA
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Member of the Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage
Constituency: Davenport, Toronto, Ontario
First elected to Parliament in 2004

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Artem Snopkov (Taras Shevchenko National
University, Kyiv), served as Intern during Spring Federal Election
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Anna Bryedova
Donetsk National University
Economics and Law Faculty
In the 5th year of studies
Hometown: Donetsk

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Halyna Tytysh (National University of Kyiv-Mohyla
Academy), served as Intern
Mario Silva's ancestral homeland: Portugal

JOY SMITH
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Member of the Legislative Committee on Bill C-38 and the Standing
Committee on the Status of Women
Constituency: Kildonan-St. Paul, Manitoba
First elected to Parliament in 2004
First time CUPP participant

Oleksandr Volkovskiy
Hryhoriy Skovoroda National Pedagogical
University of Kharkiv
Faculty of Economics
In 5th year of studies
Hometown: Kharkiv

Joy Smith's ancestral homeland: England
BRADLEY TROST
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Member of the Standing Committee on Industry, Natural Resources, Science
and Technology
Constituency: Saskatoon-Humboldt, Saskatchewan
First elected to Parliament in 2004

Olena Shcherbak
Kharkiv National University of Economics
Faculty of International Economic Relations
In 2nd year of studies
Hometown: Kharkiv

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Natalia Salo (Ivan Franko National University, Lviv),
served as Intern
Bradley Trost's ancestral homeland: England, Ukraine

MARK WARAWA
Party Affiliation: Conservative Party
Member of the Standing Committee on Justice, Human Rights, Public Safety
and Emergency Preparedness
Constituency: Langley, B.C.
First elected to Parliament in 2004
First time participant in CUPP

Gayane Nuridzhanyan
Kyiv International University
Faculty of International Relations, Department
of International Law
In 3rd year of studies
Hometown: Kyiv

Mark Warawa's ancestral homeland: Ukraine
BORYS WRZESNEWSKYJ
Party Affiliation: Liberal Party
Constituency: Etobicoke Centre, Toronto, Ontario
Member of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts and Standing
Committee on Transport
First elected to the House of Commons in 2004

Maya Dvalishvili
Ivane Javakhishvili State University of Tbilisi,
Georgia, Law Faculty, In the 2nd year of studies
Hometown: Rustavi, Georgia

In Fall 2004 CUPP, Ismail Khayredinov (Vernadsky Tavrida National
University, Simferopol) and Natalia Tserklevych (Ukrainian Catholic
University, Lviv), served as Interns

Yuri Kushnir , CUPP '98
Graduate of Ivan Franko National University of Lviv
Universities: University of Warsaw, Cambridge
Univresity and Hague Academy of International
Law,
Hometown: Lviv

In Spring 2004 CUPP, Andrij Miskiv (Ivan Franko National University, Lviv)
and Yulia Zabelina (Taras Shevchenko National University, Luhansk), served
as Interns during Spring Federal Election

Borys Wrzesnewskyj's ancestral homeland: Ukraine
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Inna Volkova
Taras Shevchenko National Pedagogical
University of Luhansk
Department of Foreign Languages
In 4th year of studies
Hometown: Luhansk
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The 28 Interns of the 2005 Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program extend their sincere gratitude to the Chair of
Ukrainian Studies Foundation of Toronto Canada, to the Members of the Canadian Parliament and their Legislative
Assistants, to the Governor General of Canada Adrienne Clarkson, to the Prime Minister of Canada Paul Martin, to
the Speaker of the House of Commons Peter Milliken, the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv, and to the many volunteers in
Kyiv, Ukraine; Tbilisi, Georgia; Toronto, Montreal, St.Catherines and Ottawa.

On the occasion of the celebration of the 15 th Anniversary of the CUPP Program we join with the hundreds of CUPP
Alumni from 1991 onwards in thanking the Canadian Parliament and Canadians from coast to coast who have made
it possible for Ukrainian students to experience this opportunity of a lifetime, to observe and participate in the work
and life of a democratic Parliament and Canadians. Thank you for sharing your country with us.
Especially in this milestone 15 th year we would like to thank the CUPP founder and Director and to wish him many
more years of health and goodwill.
CUPP Volunteers

Ihor Bardyn - CUPP Director

Alexander Hordienko, Irena Hordienko, Lucy Hicks, Natalka Wallace, Eugene Yakovitch, Irina Koropenko,
Andriy Sawchuk (Ottawa) and our head co-ordinator Yuri Kushnir (CUPP '98 Alumni from Lviv) and his assistant
co-ordinators: Arsen Zhumadilov (CUPP '04, from Simferopol) and Artem Korochynsky (CUPP '04, from Luhansk)
Members of Parliament who welcomed us to their office:

Rob ANDERS - Alberta
Hon. Jean AUGUSTINE - Ontario
Hon. Carolyn BENNETT - Ontario
Leon BENOIT - Alberta
James BEZAN - Manitoba
Hon. Sarmite BULTE - Ontario
Brian FITZPATRICK - Saskatchewan
Paul FORSETH - British Columbia
Hon. William GRAHAM - Ontario
Hon. Tony IANNO - Ontario
Peter JULIAN - British Columbia
David KILGOUR - Alberta
Ed KOMARNICKI - Saskatchewan
Inky MARK - Manitoba
Hon. Dan McTEAGUE - Ontario
Larry MILLER - Ontario
Hon. Maria MINNA - Ontario
Lynn MYERS - Ontario
Yasmin RATANSI - Ontario
Mario SILVA - Ontario
Joy SMITH - Manitoba
Hon. Andrew TELEGDI - Ontario
Bradley TROST - Saskatchewan
Mark WARAWA - British Columbia
Borys WRZESNEWSKYJ - Ontario
CUPP BENEFACTORS:

Mazurenko Family; Justice Walter Tarnopolsky+; Alexandra & Eugene Sukniarsky; Yuri & Oksana Fedyna+;
Ethel Rose & Michael Makuch+; Vasyl Kereliuk; Malanchuk Family+;
Evhen Palenka (CUPP Alumni 1996);
Alexander & Irene Hordienko; Senator Raynell Andreychuk; Vasyl Loboda+; Senator Paul Yuzyk+;
Justice John Sopinka+; Governor-General Ramon Hnatyshyn+; Honourable Michael Starr (Starchevsky)+;
Cathy Obal+; Honourable Norman Cafik;
Honourable John & Mary Yaremko+;
Volodymyr Hrynyk+;
Governor-General Edward Schreyer;
Michael & Anna Bardyn+; Humeniuk Family; Christina Bardyn+;
Wrzesnewskyj Family; Illia & Paulina Shkilnyk+; Luba Zaraska; John & Julia Stashuk;
East-West Foundation (New York); Katedra Foundation (Toronto); Dopomoha Ukraini Foundation (Toronto);
Ukrainian Canadian Professional & Business Association of Toronto; Olzhych Foundation (Toronto).
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UKRAINE ENTRY: "MEMORIES of CUPP '05"
(Sub-titled: CHARMAINE & GEORGE'S ASHBURY BLUES)

Music & Lyrics by: Dmytro STEPANOV (Kirovohrad) CUPP '05 (glorious 15th)
& Evhen POLYAK (Kharkiv) CUPP '05 (glorious 15th)
Label: CUPP Forever Productions

R

ecorded at St. Vlad's Residence in
Toronto on 17/06/05 before a live
audience during CUPP '05 Farewell
Dinner (second installment), attended
by dignitaries; politicians; former rec tors; CUPP Alumni still stranded in
Toronto (pretending to be studying for
their PhD's); Chair Foundation VIP's;
Pani NADIA (the best chef in Town);
Pan Mychailo (who got into every one
of our photos within 5 miles of St.
Vlad's); past CUPP Co-ordinators from
Canada (who can't let go of CUPP and
want to be invited back if not for CUPP
then for a free dinner, or breakfast or
pizza or Chinese); the Ladies Auxiliary
of the Ukrainian Museum of Canada
(Toronto Branch); Ari Saunders, the big
hair kid from Toronto who's learning
Ukrainian and wants to volunteer for
CUPP '06 because he wants an Internship in Parliament); some unknown
dudes who dropped in for a free din ner; and hundreds of Toronto blues folk
who like good Blues music and found
out that STEPANOV & POLYAK were
in town and doing a gig at that famous
Uke student residence with the statue
of good old Vlad in front guarding the
building.

Budte Kulturni! Mayte Miru! Listen to
your mother! Or we'll send the
Georgians after you!
Maya, please get the swords out.

OK. That's it.

CIAO! See you in KYIV!!! AND that
includes ALL of the rest of you - CUP PERS.

Evhen Polyak
Kharkiv National University of Radio Electronics
Faculty of Applied Mathematics
My MP: Hon. Jean Augustine , M.P.
CUPP Scholarship: Paul Yuzyk Scholarship

Dmytro Stepanov
Kirovohrad Institute of Commerce
Faculty of Economics
My MP: Inky Mark , M.P.
CUPP Scholarship: John & Mary Yaremko Scholarship

All CD's were sold out, so you will have
to wait for the second concert on 25/11/
05 at National Academy of Sciences
Concert Hall, on Volodymyrska vul. in
Kyiv at the "15th CUPP ALUMNI
REUNION & CANADIAN BACK
BACON BARBECUE & ASSIGNMENT
BURNING FAIR".
P.S. No knock off's please, until we
sell our first million! Please!!!

CANADA-UKRAINE PARLIAMENTARY PROGRAM
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Âåëèêèé ë³òàê çàáðàâ ìåíå â Êàíàäó,
Çàáðàâ ìåíå â Êàíàäó â³ä ìàìè ³ òàòà;
Òóäè, äå Ïàðëàìåíò, äå ÷åñí³ äåïóòàòè.
Íå çíàâ ÿ òîä³, ÷è º òàì Êðèì ³ Êàðïàòè.
Íàñòóïíîãî ðàíêó ÿ áà÷ó Ïàðëàìåíò,
Âñ³ íîâ³ îáëè÷÷ÿ.
- À ùî öå çà äÿäÿ?
- Òàê öå æ áóâ Paul Martin.
- Êóäè òè òàê øâèäêî?
- Ìàáóòü ïîñï³øàº !!!
Ìåí³ ³ìïîíóº êëåíîâèé ñèðîï÷èê
Íà ìîºìó íîâîìó á³çíåñ êîñòþì³.
À ö³ äåïóòàòè, ÿê ìàëåíüê³ ä³òè,
Êðè÷àòü äðóã íà äðóãà. À ùî ç íèìè çðîáèòè?
Òîðîíòî íà íàñ ùå ïî÷åêàº - ñïàñèá³ Áåë³íä³ !!!

z
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Artem Shyrkozhukhov , CUPP '05
Kyiv International University
My MP: Hon. Maria Minna , Toronto
CUPP Scholarship: Mazurenko Family Scholarship

Vaclav Havel: For Too Long Ukraine
Did Not Know Which Place Was Better

V

aclav Havel is undoubtedly one of
the great leaders of modern time
and his role in the fall of communism is
very important. However, in this article
President Havel gives the impression
that he is not a friend of Ukraine.
Much of the article focuses on Russia
and Russia's shortcomings. Only
towards the end of the interview does
President Havel state or concludes that
Ukraine for too long did not know or
possibly decide where was the better
place for the country. Whether to be
with the West or with Russia. His com ments about the border of the
European Union which dissects
Ukraine sound somewhat insulting. I
am guessing that by this statement he
means that Ukrainians from the East
and probably the South of Ukraine are
not good enough for the EU. I do not
think it is helpful nor appropriate for
President Havel to make such state ments. This sounds similar to the com ments made in the 1990's, when some
objected to the reunification of
Germany, because of East Germany's
totalitarian past.
Maybe for some, Ukraine is not ready
to enter the EU, but neither was the
Czech Republic ready to enter the EU
in 1991. The Czechs experienced less
domination by the Soviets, and appar ently this factor made it a bit easier to
accede to the EU. President Havel is
right when he distinguishes the post
communist period from the period of
Soviet domination... I agree with him
that the post communist period was far
more influential, than the communist
period upon the development of his

28

country. Ukraine's post communist
period can be called as a "period of lost
opportunities", and I have personally
had enough of it. We must as soon as
possible put this transitional stage
behind us, and move on with and into
the West. The faster we are able to
consolidate and move forward the bet ter we will be.
The question to be answered is why
and with whom should we consolidate?
First of all we should consolidate for
our country's benefit and future. As I
wrote in my previous critique 'Razom
my syla' and our history contains many
examples when our troops lost, for the
sole reason of lack of unity. We should
consolidate our efforts to make our life
better in our country. This should not
be something haphazard like the Soviet
'pyatyrichky'. The consolidation
process should start with each of us,
and we should work to make a differ ence in ourselves and in our own
homes.

Frankly speaking, from the perspective
of an ordinary citizen I do not see
whether it will make a big difference,
whether we join the European Union or
whether we adopt western modalities
and as long as we implement and prac tice commonly recognized western
practices. The shining examples are
New Zealand mentioned in the article,
as well as Norway and Switzerland.
But from the perspective of a person
more or less acquainted with interna tional politics, Ukraine due to its geopo litical position lies between the two
major powers, Russia and the West.
For this reason the only benefial solu -

tion is for Ukraine to join the EU and
NATO. As unlike Switzerland, Norway
or New Zealand, Ukraine does not
have a friendly neighbor to the North,
and if we are not part of a strong
alliance with the West, Ukraine will
continue to be pressured by Russia to
serve its interests. And if we remain
outside of the EU and NATO, we may
not withstand Russia's openly stated
intention to see Ukraine re-integrated
into its political and economic orbit.

Some commentators suggest that
Europe fears Russia. I do not share
this concern. Russia is not in a position
to threaten the EU with anything
except oil. But its oil reserves are
finite. Europe should welcome Ukraine
into its union, because Ukraine's posi tion is favorable for a number of rea sons including the fact that pipelines
through Ukraine could carry oil from the
east to Europe and ensure Europe that
it does not find itself at the mercy of
Russia. Moreover, Ukrainians want to
join Europe, according to the latest
poll. President Yushchenko said at one
of the meetings with President Putin
that Russia is our neighbor and both
countries must accept this reality. And
we should strive to be good and peace ful neighbors. And Ukraine also has
EU neighbors and the same relations
should exist with our European neigh bors. Ukraine has the potential in 10
years to be accepted into the EU and
we should do everything possible to
reach this objective. Where there is a
will there is a way! z
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Half of the CUPP '05 group returned to Kyiv on AEROFLOT Airlines.
Originally the return trip was to be on MALEV (Hungarian) Airlines.
But, because the MALEV flight was cancelled, the CUPP '05 students
were put on an AEROFLOT flight, via Moscow. The following is an excerpt
from a letter from the group which flew on AEROFLOT Airlines.
ÏÐÈÂIÒ ÂÑIÌ !
Õî÷åòüñÿ ïåðøîþ ïóñòèòè â åô³ð êî ìåíòàð³ ç ïðèâîäó ïîâåðíåííÿ â
"óëþáëåíå" ð³äíå ì³ñòî, ç ÿêîãî õî ÷åòüñÿ âè¿õàòè âæå òîä³, ÿê ò³ëüêè áà ÷èø âåëè÷åçíó òàáëè÷êó ç íàïèñîì
"ÄÎÍÅÖÜÊÀ ÎÁËÀÑÒÜ". Î, æàõ. Òî
ÿñíå, ùî äóæå õî÷åòüñÿ ðîçâåñòè
ñëèíü-ñîïë³ ç ïðèâîäó ðîçñòàâàííÿ ³
ñóìóâàííÿ (ÿê³ ÿ òóò, ä³éñíî, âòèõîðÿ
âäîìà ðîçâîæó), àëå àáñîëþòíî íå
õî÷åòüñÿ í³êîãî ç âàñ íàïðÿãàòè, òèì
á³ëüøå, ùî âàì òåæ, äóìàþ, íåëåãêî.
Õî÷à ÿ, çâè÷àéíî, ìîæó ïîìèëÿòèñÿ, ³
âè âëàøòóâàëè øèêàðíó âå÷³ðêó ç ïðè âîäó íàøîãî â³ä'¿çäó: ìîâëÿâ, íàðåø ò³, Áðºäîâà, íå áóäå ãîäèíàìè ñèä³òè
â äóø³, Àðñåí ³ Àðòåì íå íàïðÿãàòè ìóòü çàâäàííÿìè, Ïºòóõîâ, âòðàòèâ øè çíà÷íó ÷àñòèíó á³éö³â, íàðåøò³,
âòèõîìèðèòüñÿ, íó, ³ Îðà ó Þðè çíà÷ íî ñêîðîòÿòüñÿ (ùå á, ïîëîâèí³ ìåí øå íàðîäó òðåáà òðè ðàçè ïîÿñíþâà òè ðîçêëàä íàñòóïíîãî äíÿ!...), ³ ó
â³ä'¿çä³ Øàõóð³íî¿ òåæ, íàïåâíî, çíàé äåòüñÿ ÿêà-íåáóäü ïîçèòèâíà ñòîðîíà.
Àëå, âñå æ òàêè, õî÷åòüñÿ ðîìàíòè÷ íî äóìàòè, ùî âè òàì âñ³ îáðèäàëèñÿ,
îãîëîñèëè ãîëîäîâêó, ïîêè íàñ âñ³õ íå
ïîâåðíóòü íàçàä (íó, õî÷à á ñïðîáó âàëè), ãîäèíàìè çãàäóºòå ÷àñ, ÿêèé
ìè ïðîâåëè ðàçîì ïîâíîö³ííîþ ãðó ïîþ, ³ ðîáèòå âèñíîâîê, ùî áåç íàñ
âàì âæå òî÷íî íàáàãàòî ã³ðøå, í³æ ç
íàìè :)))))) Í³, ä³â÷àòêà é õëîï÷èêè,
ÿêùî ñåðéîçíî, òî ÿ çà âàìè âñ³ìà
äóæå ñèëüíî ñêó÷àþ, ïîñò³éíî âàñ
çãàäóþ, ïðîãëÿäàþ ôîòêè ³ ñïîä³âà þñÿ, ùî ìè íå ÷åêàòèìåìî äàëåêîãî
ãðóäíÿ, ùîá ç³áðàòèñÿ, à çàìóòèìî
ùî-íåáóäü ðàí³øå. Öþ ³äåþ, ÿêó ìè
ïî÷àëè îáãîâîðþâàòè ç Ãàéêîþ ³ òàê ³
íå ïðèéøëè äî êîíñåíñóñó, â³ääàþ
âàì íà ðîçòåðçàííÿ.

Ùî ñòîñóºòüñÿ íàøî¿ ïî¿çäêè äî äîìó, òî äîëåò³ëè ìè ï³äîçð³ëî
øâèäêî, íàïåâíî, ëüîò÷èê íàìó òèâ ùîñü, àëå â "äðóæí³é" Ìîñêâ³
ìè îïèíèëèñÿ ùîñü âæå çàíàäòî
øâèäêî. Íàïåâíî, ó ìåíå ïîçíà ÷àºòüñÿ îñîáëèâà ëþáîâ äî öüî ãî ì³ñòà :)))))))) Ùå â àåðîïîðòó
Òîðîíòî ìè âèð³øèëè ãîâîðèòè
ì³æ ñîáîþ ³ ç åê³ïàæåì ò³ëüêè ïîóêðà¿íñüêè (Áîãäàí áóâ áè ùàñëè âèé). Òðåáà áóëî áà÷èòè ö³ êàäðè,
ÿê Àðñåí íàìàãàâñÿ ç'ÿñóâàòè ó
ðîñ³éñüêî¿ ñòþàðäåñè, êîëè æ ïî ÷íåòüñÿ ïîñàäêà. "Êîëè ïî÷íåòü ñÿ ïîñàäêà?" - ïèòàº â³í ó íå¿.
"Èçâèíèòå, ÿ íå ïîíèìàþ, ÷òî âè
ãîâîðèòå", - â³äïîâ³äàº âîíà éî ìó. Àðñåí çàìèñëþºòüñÿ, áëóêàº
î÷èìà ïî ñòåë³, íåìîâ ï³äáèðàþ÷è
íåîáõ³äíå ñëîâî ³ ïèòàº ¿¿ ç³ ñòðà øíèì àêöåíòîì: "Êîëè áóäå ÍÀ ×ÀËÎ ïîñàäêè?" Ìè ïëàêàëè
ïðîñòî ç ö³º¿ ñöåíè. Ïîò³ì íåñïî ä³âàíî ç'ÿâèëàñÿ ÿêàñü áàáóñüêà,
ÿêà çàãóáèëà ñâîãî ÷îëîâ³êà â
àåðîïîðòó ³ íàìàãàëàñÿ éîãî
ÿêîñü çíàéòè (ùî íå çîâñ³ì ëîã³÷ íå), çäàºòüñÿ :))))) Ãîâîðèëà áà áóñüêà ïî-òóðåöüêè. Íàø áðàâèé
âîëîíòåð Àáäóðàìàí÷èê çàõîò³â
äîïîìîãòè "áîæ³é êóëüáàá³" :)))))

Áàáóñÿ ãîâîðèëà ç íèì ïî-òóðåöü êè, ³ Àáäóðàìàí ïåðåêëàäàâ ñòþ àðäåñ³ âñå, ùî áàáóñÿ ãîâîðèëà...
íà àíãë³éñüê³é ìîâ³. Ìè ïðîñòî
íàäðèâàëè æèâîòè. ßê íåâàæêî
çäîàãàäàòèñÿ, ðîñ³éñüêèé åê³ïàæ
íå çëþáèâ íàñ â³äðàçó. Ìè ¿õ, äî
ðå÷³, òåæ.
Â ë³êàòó ï³ä'¿æäæàº òüîòº÷êà,
ìîâëÿâ, ùî ïèòè áóäåìî?... ß ¿é
ãîâîðþ: ïîìàðàí÷îâèé ñ³ê, áóäü
ëàñêà. Áà÷ó: íå ðîçóì³º. ß ¿é:
ÀÏÅËÜÑÈÍÎÂÈÉ ñ³ê. Âîíà çðîçó ì³ëà, àëå ïîò³ì ïåðåïèòóº: à ÷îìó
"ñ³ê"?... Àíäð³é íå âèòðèìàâ: "öå
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ïî-óêðà¿íñüêè". Âîíà (âñÿ ñïîâíå íà âåëèêîäåðæàâíî¿ ãîðäîñò³)
â³äïîâ³äàº: "à, çðîçóì³ëî, à òî
ñëóõ òàê ð³æå". Ïîò³ì âîíà çàÿâè ëà, ùî óêðà¿íñüêà ìîâà - öå ñóì³ø
àíãë³éñüêî¿ òà ðîñ³éñüêî¿ (ò³ëüêè
òîìó, ùî Àíäð³é íà ÿêóñü ¿¿ ðåïë³ êó â³äðåàãóâàâ "Îêåé"), ³ ï³ä ê³ íåöü îãîëîñèëà, ùî âîíà çíàº
ÿïîíñüêó, òîìó ìîæå ïåðåéòè íà
öþ ìîâó, ³ ïîðàäèëà ãîâîðèòè ìî âîþ, "ÿêó ìè ÂÑI ðîçóì³ºìî" (ÿñíî,
âîíà ìàëà íà óâàç³ ðîñ³éñüêó. Ìè
âèð³øèëè, ùî öå áóäå àíãë³éñüêà).
Çàãàëîì, â òàêîìó äóñ³, ìè çíóùà ëèñÿ íàä íèìè âñþ äîðîãó. Ïðè
÷îìó, ì³æ ñîáîþ âèð³øèëè, ùî, â
ïðèíöèï³, ìîæíà áóëî á ï³òè ¿é
íàçóñòð³÷, àäæå ãîâîðèìî æ ìè â
ë³òàêàõ ïî-àíãë³éñüêè, à öå ³íî çåìíà ìîâà, òàê ùî ïî àíàãëîã³¿ ç
³íîçåìíèìè ìîâàìè, ìîæíà á áóëî
çàñòîñóâàòè ñâîþ ³íîçåìíó ðîñ³é ñüêó ìîâó. Àëå, ÿê ñêàçàâ Àíäð³é,
"ïîïðèêîëþâàòèñÿ ìîæíà". Îñî áëèâî ï³ñëÿ òàêîãî ñòàâëåííÿ.
Ìîñêîâñüêèé Øåðåìåò'ºâî âèãëÿ äàâ ã³ðøå çà íàø³ Æóëÿíè - ñåëî
ñåëîì, í³ òîá³ â³çê³â, í³ åñêàëàòî ð³â, çàòå, áóäü äîáðèé, ðîççóâàé ñÿ, ïðîõîäü ïåðåâ³ðêó, ùîá íå
äàé Áîã, ùîá òè çà ò³ äâàäöÿòü
õâèëèí, ïðîòÿãîì ÿêèõ òè ïåðåëà çèø ç ë³òàêà íà ë³òàê ÿê òðàíçèò íèé ïàñàæèð, íå íàøêîäèâ íàé âàæëèâ³ø³é â ñâ³ò³ êðà¿í³. Çàãà ëîì, ñàì³ ðîçóì³ºòå, ùî íà ôîí³
âñüîãî öüîãî (ïëþñ â³äñóòí³ñòü
òóàëåò³â â çàë³ î÷³êóâàííÿ -ïàð äîí, çà ïîäðîáèö³), ðåêëàìà "Ìè
ãîòîâ³ ïðèéíÿòè ó ñåáå Îë³ìï³é ñüê³ ³ãðè 2012 ðîêó" âèãëÿäàëà,
ùîíàéìåíøå, ÿê íåâäàëèé æàðò.
Êîëè ï³äë³òàëè äî Óêðà¿íè, áóëî
òàê ðàä³ñíî, òàê õîðîøî. Ä³ì, ùî
òóò ùå ìîæíà ñêàçàòè."
(Continued on page 30)
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National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy
My MP: Leon Benoit. Vegreville-Wainwright, Alberta
CUPP Scholarship: Humeniuk Family Scholarship

1. CUPP '05 meeting with James
Rajotte MP from Calgary.

Critique on
"Óêðà¿íà ñòàº Óêðà¿íîþ"

2. Ambassador Maimeskul with CUPP
Director Ihor Bardyn.
3. Yuri Kushnir in Speaker's Chair.
4. CUPP '05 at Ukraine's Embassy.

(Assignment No. 8)

s in my previous assignments, I
A
would like to recall some recent
impressions of my own.

Normally I resent Kyyany (residents of
Kyiv). I will not even resort to a
euphemism: for the record, I hate
them. Kyyany are strangers - not just
to others, they are strangers generally
speaking, and strangers to each other
and to everyone else. I come from
Lviv, and to me, these strangers
appear an unflattering bunch, in com parison to Lvivyany. Possibly because
of this assessment, anything in Kyiv
appeared to me deceptive and perfidi ous.. I even defined and differentiated
the types of nationalism: "Lviv
Nationalism seems natural and charm ing, Kyiv Nationalism seems - fake and
malicious."
But during the Orange Revolution I got
to love Kyyany, to love them with my
whole heart. And they deserved it. Not
only because of their "awakening" and
sincere participation in the revolution,

but I was very deeply touched by
something else. Kyyany suddenly
became extremely kind and generous characteristics which I would have
never expected from Kyyany. They
were ready to take into their homes ten
people or more if necessary, people
they had never met before. On the
streets of Kyiv, in the subway, I saw in
the eyes of almost every person friend ship and love.

The second impression which has
stayed with me is a single phrase that I
heard near the entrance to the
Khreshchatyk Metro. One man said to
another, in Russian: "Nu chto,
pochustvoval moshch strany?"
("So, have you felt the might of the
country?") This singular phrase,
expressed in a foreign language, nev ertheless, contained all the immense
pride, the deep feeling of uniqueness
of our country, its infinite value, and the
commitment to the country... Did it
mean that Ukraine became Ukraine? z

5. CUPP '05 Interns in Government
benches, waiting to vote on same
sex issue.

6. Senator Raynell Andreychuk and
Natalka Ostash.
7. CUPP on Mt. Royal in Montreal.

8. Speaker Peter Milliken receives
cartoon from Marat Oganyesyan
and Inna Volkova.
9. CUPP '05 Interns vote for and
against same sex.
10. At home in Ashbury House.

11. On our way to Montreal in a school
bus.
12. Anna Shakurina (Kharkiv) and
Gayane Nuridzanyan (Kyiv) on
Parliament Hill lawn.

13. Senator Andreychuk with Dariya
Orlova (Kyiv) and Natalia
Stoyanovych (Rivne).

14. Garden Party at Ashbury House.
15. Garden Party VIP's.

16. CUPP with Charmaine and George
Neufeld.
17. CUPP in Montreal.

(Continued from page 29)

ßê Âè âñå òàì?... Ùî ¿ñòå?... Äå ãó ëÿºòå?... Â ³íñòèòóò³ ÿê ³ ðàí³øå æàð êî?... Â ìàô³þ ãðàºòå?... Ìîæíà ìå íå ÿê âèíÿòîê â îäí³é ãð³ â³ðòóàëüíî
âáèòè (õàé íàâ³òü ³ç ñàìîãî ïî÷àòêó)
:))))))))) Âñ³õ âàñ ëþáëþ: ºâðîáåéç ìåíò ïîçà êîíêóðåíö³ºþ, Ïºòóõîâ
(ñîë³äàðí³ñòü äîíåöüêèõ - ÿñíî), Êà òþøà, Æåíÿ, Ä³ì÷èê, Àíþòà (ùî çà ëèøèëàñÿ), Òåìà (ùî çàëèøèâñÿ),
Ið÷èê, Òàíþøà, Ãàéêà, Ìàº÷êà (ðà!),
Àð÷èëü÷èê... Þðà, ïðî òåáå ÿ òåæ íå
çàáóëà :)))))) Òèõ, ç êèì ìè ðîçñòàëè ñÿ â Êèºâ³, òåæ ëþáëþ, ïîçà âñÿêèõ
30

ñóìí³â³â!... Ïðèøë³òü õî÷ ÿê³-íåáóäü
íîâ³ ôîòêè!!! (Ñåðüîãà, Ä³ìêà, íà âàñ
âñÿ íàä³ÿ!...) Ùî-íåáóäü ïðèøë³òü!...

Âñå, çàê³í÷óâàòèìó. Ñïîä³âàþñÿ, ùî
ó âàñ ç'ÿâèâñÿ õî÷à á ùîíàéìåíøèé
äîñòóï äî Iíåòó, ùîá ìè ìîãëè õî÷
ÿêîñü ñï³ëêóâàòèñÿ. I ùå, ñïîä³âàþ ñÿ, ùî âè ñêîðî ïîâåðíåòåñü, íàðåø ò³, äîäîìó, ùîá íàì íå áóëî òàê çà âèäíî òóò ñàìèì ñèä³òè :))))))

Âè çíàºòå, ùî âè çàâæäè áàæàí³ ãîñò³
â íåáàæàíîìó Äîíåöüêó, ÿ çàâæäè
áóäó âàì ðàäà (ò³ëüêè, çâ³ñíî, íå âñ³ì
â³äðàçó :)))) - æàðòóþ).
Àííà Áðåäîâà

18. Andriy Kotliarchuk (Lviv) plays
Montreal.

19. Natalia Stoyanovych (Rivne) working on CUPP '05 assignment #101.
20. David Kilgour MP (Edmonton)
receives HIstory of Ukraine from
Gayane Nuridzhanyan.

21. Maya Dvalishvili (Tbilisi, Georgia)
shows Yuri Kushnir (Kyiv) how to
handle Georgian sword.
22. Annual CUPP Varenyky
Celebration at Ashbury House.

23. Hon. John Yaremko at Farewell
Dinner at St. Vlad's.

24. Hon. John Yaremko with Interns.
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UKRAINE WAS WELL REPRESENTED ON PARLIAMENT HILL
DURING THE PAST 15 YEARS

Students participating in the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program from 1991 to 2005,
attended universities shown on the map. CUPPis a Parliamentary Democracy and Comparative
Political Studies Internship in the Canadian House of Commons, established in 1991.
The Chair of Ukrainian Studies Foundation is Nationally incorporated and Registered Charity.
Donations to support the foundation's scholarship programs are tax deductive.
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