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1st row: Yevhenii Shakotko (2017), Oleksandra Kovalenko (2017), Tetyana Berezhna (Matsyuk) (2011), Diana Babii (applicant 2020), Roman Waschuk (Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine 2014-2019), Marta  Skurska (applicant 2020), 
Yaroslav Kovalchuk (2009),  Olga Spytsia (2015, 2016), Yuri Kushnir (1998, 2005). 2nd row: Volodymyr Riznichenko (2017), Marta Basystiuk (2016), Alesia Kompaniiets (2011), Iryna Dobrohorska (2014),  Artem Barabash (applicant 2020), 
Oleksandr Zheka (2012). 3rd row: Vladyslava Aleksenko (applicant 2020), Roksolana Turkovska (2016),  Yuliia Holopoteliuk (2019), Iryna Kuhta (applicant 2020). 4th row: Valeriia Shuliak (applicant 2020), Yuliia Vavryshchuk (applicant 
2020), Alina Bugar (2016),  Boris Lesik (applicant 2020), Veronika Kalyta (applicant 2020), Yevhenii Konovalov (2018), Yaroslav Barkov (2012). 5th row: Oleksandra Chubinidze (applicant 2020), Mariia Kotsyurba (applicant 2020), 
Dmytro Nestor (applicant 2020), Roman Tymotsko (applicant 2020). 6th row: Vsevolod Vereshchahin (applicant 2020), Mykhaylo Korchynskyy (applicant 2020), Yuliia Hrabenko (applicant 2020), Anton Morgun (applicant 2020).

Canada’s Ambassador 
Roman Waschuk

On July 16, 1990, the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR adopted the Declaration of Sovereignty, 
which declared that Parliament recognized the need to build the Ukrainian state based on the Rule of 
Law. 

On August 24, 1991, the Ukrainian Parliament adopted the Declaration of Independence, which the 
citizens of Ukraine endorsed in the referendum of December 1, 1991. Also, in 1991, Canadians celebrated 
the Centennial of Ukrainian group immigration to Canada. To mark the Centennial, Canadian organizations 
planned programs and projects to celebrate this milestone in Canada�s history. 

The Chair of Ukrainian Studies Foundation of Toronto marked the Centennial by establishing in the 
Canadian Parliament, the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program (CUPP) for university students from 
Ukraine. CUPP gives Ukrainian students an opportunity to observe parliamentary democracy and 
government and gain experience from which generations of Canadian, American and 
West European students have bene�ted. 

Since 1991 over 1,000 university students have participated in the CUPP 
internship programs and the Model Ukraine Conferences at universities in 
Ottawa, Toronto, Washington USA, Oxford UK, Lviv and Kyiv. 

In its �rst year of operation in 1991, Chris Axworthy of the New 
Democratic Party welcomed Ivan Tkachenko as his Intern. Jesse 
Flis of the Liberal Party welcomed Maryana Drach as his Intern.  
Alan Redway of the Progressive Conservative Party welcomed 
Solomia Khmara as his Intern. 

The  2020 CUPP  program Canada�s MPs  will welcome Ukrainian  
students from universities in Ukraine, France, Germany, Slovakia, Norway, 
Turkey and Poland. 

In 2020 CUPP will celebrate its 30th anniversary of operation in Canada�s Parliament.
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Ruslan earned a BA degree in English and a MA 
degree in History (Honours) at Sumy State University 
in Ukraine. He earned a certi�cate from The United 
States Telecommunications Training Institute Course 
�Introduction to U.S. Television Broadcasting� and 
�Introduction to U.S. Public Television Broadcasting� 
in Dallas, Texas - Washington, DC. Ruslan earned a 
second MA degree at Duquesne University, Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania. Ruslan started his career with Monolog 
TV Studio as a reporter and host of a daily TV program 
�Computer X�. Afterwards, he joined STB and Inter 
TV channels as a reporter. His successful pursuits 
led him to becoming an intern at Voice of America in 
Washington, DC. Where in 2001 Ruslan translated and 
produced original stories, conducted live and pre-
recorded interviews with guests and anchored live 
radio news. Currently Ruslan holds three positions. 
Since 2002 he has been working at Voice of America 
in Ukraine, producing TV stories for the daily TV show 
Chas-Time, as well as web/online reports and radio 
news. In 2003, Ruslan became the Primary Instructor 
at National University of the Kyiv Mohyla Academy. 
Recently Ruslan was promoted to Executive Director 
at Kyiv- Mohyla University. He is a contributor to the 
StopFake.org; where he works at countering fake 
Russian propaganda and its media.

Ruslan Deinithchenko Intern to Joe Fontana, MP for London, Ontario.

When I �rst began my internship in Parliament, my primary 
task was to sort and reply to emails from constituents and 
ordinary Canadians. My replies, depended on the nature 
of the complaint or topic raised by the author. However, 
in addition to my o�ce duties, I was very proactive, so I 
attended all possible sessions on Parliament Hill with my 
MP, and as well as numerous meetings with the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, Government O�cials, Members 
of Parliament from all political parties, and the Ukrainian 
Diaspora. During CUPP, I was invited to local radio stations 
to give interviews about my internship in Canada and life 
in Ukraine. When I �rst began my internship in Parliament, 
my primary task was to sort and reply to emails from 
constituents and ordinary Canadians. My replies, depended 
on the nature of the complaint or topic raised by the 
author. However, in addition to my o�ce duties, I was very 
proactive, so I attended all possible sessions on Parliament 
Hill with my MP, and as well as numerous meetings with the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, Government O�cials, 
Members of Parliament from all political parties, and the 
Ukrainian Diaspora. During CUPP, I was invited to local radio 
stations to give interviews about my internship in Canada 
and life in Ukraine.

Humeniuk Family Scholarship recipient.

During your CUPP Internship, try 
to come up with e�orts, ideas and 
projects to always be on the go. 
E�orts to be active and e�ective 

not only working with your MP and 
his or her sta�, but also helping 

your fellowinterns and team 
members, as they will support you, 
give you useful advice, and share 

their experience and skills. 
Be pro-active.

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

Prepared by Olena Khvostyk, CUPP 2020 Applicant Lesya Ukrainka Eastern European National University.

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

CUPP 2020 NEWSLETTER ISSUE #1

CUPP 1994
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Maryana Drach earned an undergraduate degree 
in  international studies from Roosevelt University 
in 1993 and subsequently earned a graduate degree 
in Public Administration from the Institute of Public 
Administration and Local Government in Ukraine.  
In 1996 Maryana joined Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, specializing in international a�airs reporting 
and in May 2013 she was appointed Director of RFE/
RL�s Ukrainian Service, also known as Radio Svoboda. 
Under her lead, the Service provided balanced 
television, radio and social media reporting on events 
on Maidan as well as the Russian military invasion into 
Ukraine. Today Radio Svoboda reports on local news, 
regional politics and issues of global concern and its 
investigative television program �Schemes�, which 
tracks corruption among Ukraine�s political elites, is 
renowned for its hard-hitting reporting.

Maryana Drach
Intern to Jesse Flis, Parkdale-High Park, Ontario and John Sola, Mississauga East.

CUPP was the program that shaped my interest in 
global a�airs and good governance. I feel privileged 
to be one of the �rst CUPP participants. Back in 1991 
many were still wondering what independent Ukraine 
would mean for the world, but CUPP founders knew it 
all along: Ukraine needs a new generation of leaders 
and professionals. CUPP gave me a unique chance to 
learn how strikingly di�erent Post-Soviet and Canadian 
political ways are. The program has in�uenced my future 
development. I have studied politics to later become a 
journalist, inspired by the Canadian experience. I believe 
that CUPP is one of the best international projects in 
Ukraine because of its aims for the future. Looking back, 
I am very thankful to Tanya Bardyn, CUPP�91 Coordinator, 
for her guidance and warm personality.

Mazurenko Family Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Yaroslav Korotash, CUPP 2018 intern to Hon. Wayne Easter, MP for Malpeque, Prince Edward Island. 

Not be afraid of challenges, be 
open to new experiences and  
have the courage to disagree. 

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

Olexiy Soshenko is the managing partner and Head 
of the Banking and Finance, Capital Markets and Debt 
Restructuring practices of Redcli�e Partners, one of the top 
Ukrainian law �rms. He specializes in international �nance 
and capital markets transactions and advises clients on the 
most signi�cant transactions in the agribusiness, renewable 
energy and infrastructure sectors. Olexiy has more than 
20 years of experience in representing foreign investors, 
international �nancial institutions and borrowers on all 

types of syndications and secured �nance transactions, 
debt restructurings and private and public securities 
o�erings. Before founding Redcli�e Partners, Olexiy 
practiced law with leading international law �rms Cli�ord 
Chance, CMS Cameron McKenna, Chadbourne & Parke. 
Olexiy has a law degree from National Law Academy of 
Ukraine and LL.M. degree from the University of Minnesota 
Law School. 

Vasyl Loboda Scholarship recipient.

I am certain that CUPP will be among the brightest events of your life, 
which you will remember through the years, just as my CUPP friends 
and I remember. For me CUPP was the �rst sparkle which started my 
professional and international career. Studying for the LLM at the 
University of Minnesota was the next step, a few internships with 
Minneapolis law �rms, then staring the job as a lawyer in a US law �rm 
in Kyiv. Now I practice law assisting foreign clients doing business in 
Ukraine or Ukrainian clients doing business with foreign counterparties 
for more than 20 years. Lots of interesting transactions and projects, 
I am proud of the expanding foreign links with Kyiv and the numerous 
negotiations in Paris, London, Amsterdam, Istanbul, Munich.

Prepared by Iryna Kukhta, CUPP 2020 Applicant National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

Oleksiy Soshenko
Intern to Chris Axworthy, Saskatoon- Clark’s Crossing, Saskatchewan 
and John Solomon, Regina-Lumsden, Saskatchewan.

I do not want to be mentoring here but I recommend that you get as much 
knowledge from your participation in CUPP and your stay in Canada as 

possible. Meet people and make friends, learn about the Canadian governance, 
democracy and system of governance, rule of law, culture, traditions and 

habits. Also spread amongst Canadians successful and inspiring stories about 
new Ukraine and Ukrainian people. Learn more about Ukrainian diaspora, 

ask them to share memories and how they have preserved Ukrainian culture. 
Listen, watch, observe and absorb! When you come back home, stay in 

touch with your new friends and new contacts. CUPP also unties students 
from di�erent parts of Ukraine. I am originally from Kharkiv, so interestingly 

enough CUPP provided me with a great opportunity to meet and make friends 
with CUPPers from di�erent parts of Ukraine, such as Lviv, Kyiv, Ternopil, 

Chernivtsy, Poltava, Odesa, Crimea, etc. The CUPP alumni will be an amazing 
network for you in the future. Well, enjoy and the best of luck!

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:
CUPP EXPERIENCE 

EXPERIENCE OF CUPP GENERATION

CUPP 1991

CUPP 1995
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Roman Tereshchuk

The CUPP was my �rst foreign trip and the experience helped form my personality and 
perception of the world, through establishing my understanding of the relationship between 
a state and its citizens. The trip also set my expectations in terms of my educational and life 
aspirations. The CUPP created a turning point for me, and in later years I created the NGO 
�Youth Without Frontiers�, and pursued a Masters Degree in Public Administration in the 
USA funded by Edmund S. Muskie Graduate Fellowship Program. In Canada, I learned to be 
independent, to have clear goals and be a results-driven person. I learned to write my �rst 
report about the Krever Inquiry for the Member of Parliament, Ms. Sharon Hayes and also 
helped her assistant, Rosemary Alfers with tiding up o�ce stationery. No work was ever too 
big or too small for me after that.

Don�t waste a single minute and ask as many 
questions as you can! Explore beyond the place of 

your stay by walking around and do beyond that which 
is expected from you; also deliver more than expected 
from you � all through demanding more from yourself. 

Remember that the Canadians will think of Ukraine 
based on their experience with you: be open, friendly, 

and remember to smile!

Roman earned his undergraduate degree in Culture 
Studies from The National University of Ostroh Academy 
and Master of Public Administration from The University 
of South Alabama (USA) in 2002. Roman is Project Lead 
for European Claim Operations of American International 
Group (USA), a global insurance company, where he is 
based in the UK London o�ce, supporting the business in 
a variet of projects . Previously, he worked as Customer 

Service Manager for AIG Life in Ukraine supporting policy 

and claims services and Associate Director in the USA 

Polling Group in the USA conducting survey research and 

public opinion polls for the United Department of Justice, 

private and public organizations. Roman was a founder 

of the NGO �Youth Without Frontiers�, helping young 

Ukrainians �nd educational opportunities abroad.

Intern to Sharon Hayes, Port Moody – Coquitlam, British Columbia.

Alexandra & Eugene Sukniarsky Scholarship recipient.

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

Prepared by Olena Khvostyk, CUPP 2020 Applicant Lesya Ukrainka Eastern European National University.

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

Hlib earned his Diploma in Jurisprudence with Honors 
at the National Law Academy of Ukraine. Later, he 
earned LL.M. Master of Laws in US Legal Studies at 
the University of Connecticut School of Law and was 
awarded a full fellowship by the USIA and the Soros  
Foundation. Finally, he earned  an MBA at the International 
Management  Institute and earned Master of Medical 
Psychology at the Interregional Academy of Personal 
Management.  Following his participation in  CUPP, Hlib 
worked for the US Agency for International Development 
(USAID) as project manager  in the �eld of legal reform, 

responsible for developing strategy and implementation 
of USAID�s technical assistance programs in such areas 
as: anti-corruption, regulatory reform,  judicial reform, 
enforcement of judicial decisions, commercial law, SME 
development, �nancial restructuring, competitiveness. 
He also worked for USAID funded project as anticorruption 
advisor responsible for development and implementation 
of strategy and methodology to promote transparency 
and accountability and prevent corruption in the �nancial 
sector institutions in Ukraine. 

Hlib Kryvenko Intern to Preston Manning, Calgary Southwest, Alberta.

The CUPP internship was absolutely extraordinary and unique experience for me. It has given me not only 
understanding of how the Canadian Parliament and government institutions function, but most importantly 
gave all of us an  opportunity to breathe  the free air of democracy, feel warmth and hospitality of people 
who surrounded us and got us acquainted with new cultural patterns.  And of course, I would like to express 
my heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Ihor Bardyn for his big heart, charisma and enthusiasm and whose support 
our group felt all the time.

Mazurenko Family Scholarship recipient.

Think globally, be ambitious, love your 
country and help to preserve its cultural 

values. At the same time expand your 
horizon and be open to new ideas in 

current turbulent times.

Prepared by Anna Kikesheva, CUPP 2020 Applicant Friedrich-Alexander University.

CUPP EXPERIENCE 
Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

CUPP 2020 NEWSLETTER ISSUE #1

CUPP 1996

CUPP 1994



10

Prepared by Olena Khvostyk, CUPP 2020 Applicant Lesya Ukrainka Eastern European National University.

Peter Batiouk Intern to the Hon. Stephane Dion, MP Saint-Laurent – Cartierville, Quebec.

�In addition to the wonderful and beautiful emotions, 
and unforgettable memories of a lifetime, CUPP gave me 
priceless experience. It will not be an exaggeration if I say 
that this experience helped me in building a career as a 
lawyer in Ukraine. It was truly inspiring and I am very glad 
that I managed to receive this opportunity of a life-time.�

Humeniuk Family Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Vsevolod Vereshchahin, CUPP 2020 Applicant Matej Bel University & Complutense University of Madrid.

Born in Kyiv, Ukraine, Peter holds a Master�s degree 
in International Law from the Institute of International 
Relations of Taras Shevchenko National University of 
Kyiv (1998). He has been a practicing lawyer in Kyiv since 
his completion of his studies. After graduated in 1998, 
Peter worked at various law �rms and state institutions in 
Ukraine. Currently, he is a managing partner at Batiuok, 
Stepanov & Partners. Peter specializes in the support 
and resolution of complex litigation, tax litigation and 
other administrative relationships. Also, he possesses 
extensive experience in protecting clients� rights in 

corporate and employment relationships. With over 20 
years of professional experience, in 2019 he was awarded 
the �Lawyer Veteran� honors.

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

CUPP 2020 NEWSLETTER ISSUE #1

Oles Kopets obtained an undergraduate degree in 
international relations from Ivan Franko University in Lviv 
in 1999 and a Master�s degree in Public Policy from the 
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. In 
1999 Oles joined the Ukrainian Ministry for Justice, where 
he worked to represent the Government of Ukraine in 
the European Court of Human Rights. Oles was awarded 
a Muskie Fellowship and joined 2-year Master in Public 
Policy Program with Kennedy School of Government, 
Harvard University. While at Harvard, he majored in 
international �nance. In 2002 Oles returned to Ukraine 
to work in the private sector in Ukraine. He joined Foyil 

Securities, an American investment �rm in Ukraine to 
run corporate �nance and proprietary desk department. 
At Foyil, Oles pioneered international �nancing into JSC 
Universalna, and number of other companies, having 
executed multi-million dollars deals in pulp and paper, 
cement and �nance sectors. In 2008 Oles started his own 
advisory practice, focusing on distressed opportunities 
and deals in real estate, retail, agriculture and �nance. 
Starting from 2013 he moved to originate exportoriented 
businesses in wood processing and pulp and paper 
sectors, working on on opportunities in Ukraine and 
Canada.

Intern to Benoit Serre, Guelph, Legislative Assembly of Ontario.

CUPP was an eye opener into democratic values. CUPP allowed me to later pursue graduate studies in France.

Humeniuk Family Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Hanna Rutkovska, CUPP 2020 Applicant University of Tartu

Oleksand Kopets

Be open-minded 
and live the moment.

CUPP EXPERIENCE Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

CUPP 1996

Alona Shkrum studied international law at Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, has an MA 
degree in international economic law from the University 
of Sorbonne Paris 1 and and LL.M. from University of 
Cambridge. She is Member of Ukrainian Parliament 
and Head of the Subcommittee on the reform of the 
civil service, Head of the France-Ukraine friendship 
parliamentary group. Now she is a politician, a member 

of the Committee on Local Self-Government. She also co-

chairs the friendship parliamentary group with France. She 

works on reforming public administration and restarting 

the civil service in Ukraine. Being a member of the 

Ukrainian Parliament she is trying to rebuild the public 

institutions and to develop a new economic policy by 

supporting small business initiatives in Verkhovna Rada.

Alona Shkrum Intern to Hon. Peter Julian, Burnaby-New Westminster

CUPP played an important role in my life because - I was able to see how the parliament of a democratic 
and successful country works from the inside. It was In Ottawa when I took the most hard and amazing 
decision on my life - to leave the legal profession and go into politics. I had no idea I would be elected 
an MP in Ukraine later on, but the experience of work in parliamentary committees in Canada and seeing 
how the MPs o�ce is supposed to work - inspired me to try change Ukraine politics. This experience 
came very useful to me in my job and still helps me a lot. My motto is still the one inspired by my 
experience being an intern in Canadian parliament: �Politics can be done di�erently.�

John Sopinka Scholarship recipient.

Grab every possibility that comes your way, 
take initiative as much as possible, do not be 
afraid to seem too pushy or out of ordinary 

behavior, and make the most of every day and 
every new contact in Canada. Dare to dream 

big and plan your dreams to come true.
Prepared by Artem Sahaidak, CUPP 2018 intern to Robert- Falcon OUELLETTE MP for Winnipeg Centre

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

CUPP 1996

CUPP 1997
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Olesya Tragniuk
Intern to David Kilgour, MP for Edmonton-Strathcona, 
Alberta, and Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons.

Mazurenko Family Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Viktoriia Onykiienko, CUPP 2020 Applicant Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv.

Olesya Tragniuk is a Candidate of Law and Associate 
Professor in the Department of International Law 
and since 2018 - Associate Professor of Law in the 
Department of the European Union at the Yaroslav the 
Wise National Law University  in Kharkiv. In 1996 she 
graduated wth a BA degree from the  same university. 

Having an opportunity to participate in the �UPP 
program was a big accomplishment and a big challenge, at 
the same time, for me. It shaped my vision of international 
a�airs and politics. The internship in Parliament has 
in�uenced my further development as a professional 
and taught  me the best practices. I still  remember 
my time on Parliament Hill with warmth and  gratitude. 
The knowledge and experience that we received was 
priceless.

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

As young leaders use every opportunity 
to learn, do not hesitate to ask questions and 

�nd out the truth. Accept challenges 
as gifts that make you better.

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

Yuriy Rudyuk Intern to John Loney, Bruce, Ontario.

I participated in CUPP during my second year of studies at the Lviv University Law School. Participation in the Program 
so early in my educational process made a crucial impact on my academic development and further legal practice. Indeed, 
one of my �rst assignments for my MP was to research the restrictions applicable, at that time, in the EU against imports 
of Canadian hormonetreated beef. 

My MP was from Alberta with strong ties to the Canadian beef industry. At that time, I could not have realised, that I 
was positioned at the beginning of a major trade dispute which would formally start at the WTO later that year, and would 
continue for more than 20 years! A mutually agreed settlement of this dispute was reached between Canada and the EU in 
2017. I returned to Ukraine after CUPP and continued my studies but out of all the areas of law, I chose international trade 
law which I practice still today, assisting major Ukrainian and international companies in overcoming various trade related 
disputes. I am immensely thankful to CUPP and its founder, Ihor Bardyn, for giving so many Ukrainian students such a 
valuable opportunity, which lives on in so many positive ways with all the Program�s graduates.

Michael and Anna Bardyn Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Antonina Rybka, CUPP 2020 Candidate University of Münster.
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Yuriy has earned his LLB from Lviv University Law 
School and completed the LLM (International Trade Law) 
at Amsterdam Law School. Currently, he is practicing 
International Trade Law at Van Bael&Bellis� Brussels o�ce, 
where he has worked for almost 20 years His main area of 

expertise is trade defence investigations ,anti-dumping, 
anti-subsidy and safeguard. In 2017, Yuriy was nominated on 
the list of arbitrators on behalf of Ukraine under the Dispute 
Settlement Mechanism of the EU-Ukraine Association 
Agreement.

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

EXPERIENCE OF CUPP GENERATION

CUPP 1993

Oleksandr earned a B.A. in sociology & economics 
from Kyiv-Mohyla University and an M.A. in management 
of distribution networks in Dunkerque, France, MBA 
from INSEAD in France & Singapore. Oleksandr has 
worked at ArcelorMittal since 2001. In 2011, he became 
Regional Director for France. In 2013, he has moved 
to an operational position as Head of a Business line 

in Germany. In 2015, Oleksandr changed to a strategy 
position in Luxembourg. Currently, he lives in Luxembourg 
and is working as a Procurement Strategy Specialist at 
ArcelorMittal in charge of Procurement Strategy Planning 
& Modelling, Digitalization & Arti�cial Intelligence 
projects, Commodities price forecasting.

Oleksandr Kraynyukov
Intern to Allan Rock, Etobicoke Center, Ontario and Gerry Philips, 
Scarborough-Agincourt, Legislative Assembly of Ontario.

CUPP was an eye opener into democratic values. CUPP allowed me to later pursue graduate studies in France.

Humeniuk Family Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Antonina Rybka, CUPP 2020 Candidate University of Münster.

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

Be open-minded
and live the moment.

CUPP 1997

CUPP 1996
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Ihor holds a Master�s degree in Administrative 
Management from the State Technical University 
(currently the National University of Water and 
Environmental Engineering). Beforehe enrolled at 
university, Ihor spent a year studying in Munich, Germany, 
on a local school exchange program. Since graduating in 
1999, Ihor has built a successful career in management 
and marketing, leading teams from 20 to 700 people. His 
experience includes working as Marketing Manager at 
Asea Brown Bovery, as well as several topmanagement 
positions at Lviv Textile Company, Technobasalt-Invest, 

LLC and Tenmark, LLC. In addition, Ihor was a regional 
coordinator and representative for Lviv oblast in the 
framework of two CIDA-funded entities, namely the 
Civil Society Community Roots Project and the Canadian 
Executive Service Organization (CESO). In 2003, Ihor 
founded his own business, which currently consists of 
three companies, namely Buduchnist LLC, Mast LLC 
and Galecoresurs LLC and is developing successfully 
up to this day. Currently, Ihor is actively involved in the 
�Promprylad.Renovation� project in Ivano-Frankivsk as a 
member of the Supervisory Board.

1997 Intern to Derwyn Shea, 
High Park - Swansea, Legislative 
Assembly of Ontario.

CUPP has played an extremely important role in my life as this project has signi�cantly expanded my horizons 
and made me realize that there is nothing impossible in life. The desire to participate in CUPP motivated 
me to learn English in 3 months. Also, participation in the program demonstrated that any skills you acquire 
during your lifetime may �nd their use in completely unexpected situations. For example, during my studies at 
university, I mastered the layout skills and worked as a typist in the district newspaper. It was these skills that 
helped me to produce the CUPP Newsletter during my internship. It goes without question that the knowledge, 
skills and contacts I received during Program gave me an opportunity to make a qualitative leap in my personal 
development. Apart from that, I �nd it necessary to tell about the friends I made during the two Programs, 
who became my life companions. Even though the Programs �nished 22 years ago, I am still in close contact 
with many of them!

Michael and Anna Bardyn 
Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Vsevolod Vereshchahin, CUPP 2020 Applicant Matej Bel University & Complutense University of Madrid.

Ihor Markuts

1998 Coordinator, Research 
Office Intern at the Reform 
Party of Canada.

Mazurenko Family Scholarship 
recipient.

In 2002 earned MA in international peace studies 
from University of Notre Dame. Anastasiya Leukhina 
is a freelance consultant/facilitator and a Visiting 
Professor at the Kyiv School of Economics. She has 
been teaching Negotiation, Con�ict Resolution, and 
Communication at Ukraine�s top business schools 
since 2004. She has been active in Ukraine�s 
reforms: police, education, and healthcare are on her 
professional achievements list. Anastasiya is a member 
of the Expert Council on Reform at the Ministry of 
Interior and was a chair of vetting commission at 
the National Police of Ukraine. Her leadership in 
the �Let us into Intensive Care Units� campaign was 
recognized by the Best Communication Team of 
the Year in the Non-Pro�t Sector by the European 

Association of Communication Professionals (2017). 
Anastasiya is also a regular columnist to Ukraine�s 
top media outlets, such as Ukrainska Pravda and NV. 
She also founded a grassroots organization Horizontal 
Connections to promote diversity in education and 
humility in healthcare. Her community platform 
Educational Experiment has helped many families 
and children �nd their educational path or inspired 
to create own alternative schools or homeschooling 
programs. She just �nished a book about palliative 
care, life, and death, titled �An Unscary Book about 
Life, Death, and Everything in Between,� which will be 
published in paper in Ukrainian and will be available in 
English in the electronic format in 2020.

Anastasiya Leukhina

Intern to Leu Sekora, 
Port Moody-Coquitlam,
British Columbia.

CUPP has given me a great perspective on what quality discourse on public matters is, and I have been 
working hard to bring up the standards of public discourse in Ukraine ever since. The Canadian parliamentary 
experience also helped me decide early on in my career, that I do not want to go into politics, hence it has been 
easy to say no to di�erent opportunities and follow my chosen path.

Raynell Andreychuk 
Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Mykhaylo Korchynskyy, CUPP 2020 Applicant National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

EXPERIENCE OF CUPP GENERATION

CUPP 1999

CUPP 1997, CUPP 1998 (coordinator)
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Viktoriya earned a Master of Laws degree from the 
University of Amsterdam (2008) and BA in international 
relations from Kyiv International University (2006). 
She worked with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
in her native Ukraine until 2009. In 2012 she started 
her �rst international assignment in Ethiopia, followed 

by Turkey, Greece, Kenya and Kazakhstan. Currently 
she is in Amman, Jordan, reviewing refugee status 
determination of claimants from Iraq, Syria, Yemen, 
Sudan. Viktoria�s next posting will be to Baku, 
Azerbaijan as of January 2020.

Viktoriya Shaban
Intern to Tony Ianno, Trinity-Spadina, Toronto.

I truly enjoyed my stay in Canada and my internship with the O�ce of Tony 
Ianno, during the Federal Election of 2004. In addition to studying Canada�s 
political system, I observed my MPs media and press brie�ngs and took 
part in canvassing the electorate. In addition to the internship, CUPP o�ered 
a rich program of group visits, discussions and activities with NGOs and 
government o�cials. The most memorable for me was the presentation 
by author Victor Malarek of his book �The Horri�c Inside Story of Slavery, 
Rape, and Murder in the Global Sex Trade�, where I learned about the crime 
of tra�cking of persons. Prior to that, my only exposure to disadvantaged 
groups was volunteerism with Roma children in western Ukraine. The CUPP 
program together with my legal studies impacted my professional choice of 
working in the �eld of human rights.

Cathy Obal Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Anna Saltykova, CUPP 2020 Applicant Babson College.

Explore various educational opportunities and internships/
volunteerism during summer breaks, travel to meet people 

from other cultures and get to know yourself, your passion and 
strengths, before choosing a Master degree and starting a career.

CUPP 2020 NEWSLETTER ISSUE #1

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

Maxim Holubenko
Intern to Jack Frazer, Saanich – Gulf Islands, British Columbia.

Vasyl Loboda Scholarship recipient.

Prepared by Nadiia Chervinska, CUPP 2020 Applicant National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

In 1994 Maxim received his MA degree from Odessa Medical University, in obstetrics and gynaecology. He 
worked in several maternity hospitals and later took up teaching. Maxim became chief physician at Odessa No.2 
maternity hospital, and thereafter served as its Director.

When I applied for CUPP, I was sceptical of 
my chances, but when I received my letter of 
acceptance, I needed to get tickets for Canada 
in short order, to travel to Canada for a 3-month 
internship. As I recall now, there was very little time 
to make my decision to go to Canada, but I have 
never regretted my choice. CUPP made one of the 
brightest impacts on me in my life. I am almost 50 
years old, and I still remember the experience CUPP 
gave us. For 3 months I was surrounded by beautiful 
and educated people. I remember how pleased 
we were to work in the o�ces of our members of 
parliament, as they treated everyone very well. 
Still, I am grateful to two people - Jack Frazer, 
whose o�ce I was working in, and Ihor Bardyn, who 
works so hard to ensure the success of CUPP. I am 

extremely grateful to Mr. Ihor for what he has done 
for me and for other talented Ukrainian students. 
Each of us remembers our time in Canada with 
warmth and respect.

The experience gained during CUPP, including 
assistance to parliamentarians during elections 
to the House of Commons, later helped me in 
my election to the Odessa City Council, in which 
I which I participated and won. I served as City 
Deputy for 4 years. During CUPP my ideas of how 
the government should function and what the 
responsibilities of senior o�cials should be, were 
formed. During the program I also met my best 
friend - this is one of the greatest gifts I received. 
We still keep in touch to this day.

Do not be afraid to 
meet new people and 
discover new things.

CUPP EXPERIENCE 

Advice to CUPP 2020 interns:

CUPP 2004

CUPP 1996
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See: MEDIA - Go to Newsletters
CUPP Newsletters were first published in 1995, and have

continued to be published annually and sometimes semiannually. 
Copies of the Newsletters are archived in the Library

of the Parliament of Canada. Additionally, programs of
Ukrainian Day on Parliament Hill are published by CUPP

Interns and are also archived in the Library.






























































